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Please get your
contributions for
the April
magazine to the
editor by Friday
17th March
A big apology to
our younger
readers this
month - we’ve
been busy Going
Bananas, and
we haven’t
managed a ‘Kidz
Korner’. We
hope to be back
to (something
like) normal
next month!

The ‘growing season’ ................ Back

Ed.

Cover Story
Last month’s view of Stonefield Square from the corner by St John’s
church should have been fairly easy to identify. This month we have
moved across the Parish to the north end of Newcastle Road.

Christ Church on the Internet
Parish website: www.churches.lichfield.anglican.org/stone/stonecc
Parish Office email: christchurchcentre@pgen.net
Magazine contributions: christchurch_mag@yahoo.co.uk

2

March
We

1

Fr

3

Sa

4

Su

5

Mo

6

Tu
We

7
8

Fr
Su

10
12

Mo 13
Tu

14

We 15

Fr

17

2006

2.00 pm Mothers’ Union – Speaker: Mrs P.Shepherd
“Beginning of Lent”
7.45 pm Ash Wednesday Holy Communion - followed by
Lent Course - Session 1 in the Centre
10.30 am Women’s World Day of Prayer service at St
Dominic’s church, Stone
7.30 pm Rock Café for young people in the Centre
8.30 am Prayer Meeting at Christ Church followed by
9.00 am Breakfast
7.00 pm “An Evening with Barry and Arthur” in the Centre
Lent 1 - Tearfund Sunday
9.15 am Parish Communion
Sermon text: Mark 8:31 - 9:1 “Crossroads”
10. 30 am Brunch & Fairtrade Stall and video
6.00 pm Evening Prayer
Sermon text: Hebrews 11:23 “Moses (I)”
9.00 am Prayers for schools and young people - in Church
6.30 pm Cornerstone for teenagers, at 13 Queen’s Square
12.30 pm Seekers Club at Christ Church Middle School
6.30 pm Explore – Teenage Enquirers Group in the Centre
7.45 pm Lent Course - Session 2 in the Centre - Speaker
Rev Robert Gladstone from Rothley
7.30 pm Rock Café for young people in the Centre
Lent 2
9.15 am Morning Prayer
Sermon text: Mark 9:2 - 13 ”Whiter than white!”
6.00 pm Holy Communion
Sermon text: Hebrews 11:24 - 26 “Moses (II)”
9.00 am Prayers for schools and young people - in Church
6.30 pm Cornerstone for teenagers, at 13 Queen’s Square
10.30 am Holy Communion in church
12.30 pm Seekers Club at Christ Church Middle School
6.30 pm Cornerstone for teenagers, at 13 Queen’s Square
7.45 pm Lent Course - Session 3 in the Centre - Speaker
Rev Richard Espin-Bradley from Wolverhampton
7.30 pm Rock Café for young people in the Centre

Your word is a lantern to my feet
And a light to my path
Psalm 119:105
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Lent 3
9.15 am Parish Communion
Sermon text: Mark 9:14 - 32 “If you can?”
6.00 pm Evening Prayer
Sermon text: Hebrews 11:27 - 28 “Moses (III)”
followed by Lent Course - Session 4
6.30 pm Cornerstone for teenagers, at 13 Queen’s Square
7.30 pm PCC Meeting
12.30 pm Seekers Club at Christ Church Middle School
6.30 pm Explore – Teenage Enquirers Group in the Centre
7.45 pm Lent Course - Session 5 in the Centre
7.30 pm Rock Café for young people in the Centre
Lent 4 Mothering Sunday
9.15 am Family Service
Sermon text: Mark 9:37 “Topsy turvy”
6.00 pm Holy Communion
Sermon text: Hebrews 11:29 “Moses (IV)”
6.30 pm Cornerstone for teenagers, at 13 Queen’s Square
10.30 am Holy Communion in Church
12.30 pm Seekers Club at Christ Church Middle School
7.45 pm Lent Course - Session 6 in the Centre
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6.00 pm Lent Course - Session 7
7.45 pm Lent Course - Session 8

The following Activities take place every week in the centre
during school term time:

Monday Toddlers
Friday Little Fishes

9.30 am
11.00 am

Activities for children and young people take place in the centre
during the Sunday morning service each Sunday (except on the
fourth Sunday of the month, which is family service):

Climbers 3-7 years
Explorers 7-11 years
Pathfinders 11-14 years
All children are welcome
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Getting to grips with being ‘in Christ’.
you look in the mirror this morning? If so, did you have a
Did‘Lenten
face’? The term ‘Lent’ refers to the 40 weekdays leading

up to Easter eve, during which time we remember Jesus’ period of
testing in the wilderness, and Christians have traditionally devoted
themselves to fasting and repentance (a dismal look may result!).
But, what is repentance? Is it the same as saying ‘sorry’? As we read
the New Testament we realise that true repentance goes much deeper
than that; it involves a complete turnaround and progressively affects
all areas of your life. In the context of becoming a Christian, the Bible
emphasises that repentance involves a change from being in the world
to being ‘in Christ.’ Listen to the apostle Paul: ‘in the same way, count
yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ’ (Rom 6v11);
‘therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus’ (Rom 8v1); ‘to the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ
Jesus’ (Eph 1v1b). This shows us that repentance is about our lives
being caught up into Jesus’ master plan for the world. So, it’s about
acknowledging Jesus as the Lord.
When we are ‘in Christ’ we will recognise that Jesus rightfully reigns
as Lord in all areas of life and so it revolutionises the way we live. All
of us want to life our own way. But, if you decide to follow Jesus then
this way of thinking has to be crucified. Relationships, work and
lifestyle choices are all to be made in reference to the Lord Jesus. If
this is not the case then we are not being repentant, which is a key
characteristic of being a disciple of Christ.
So, what did your face look like this morning? ‘Do not merely listen to
the word and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who
looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself goes away
and immediately forgets what he looks like. But
the man who looks into the perfect law that gives
freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting
what he has heard, but doing it – he will be blessed
in what he does’ (James 1v22-25). A Lent face is
not what matters. What matters to Jesus is the
state of our hearts. All who are in Christ are to be in
transition.

Paul Kingman
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Christ Church First School News
Spring Term has begun with a number
The
of courses and development meetings which
Staff have been involved in and the School
Diary is bursting with dates and events
scheduled to bring much excitement over the
coming weeks.

In mid-January we launched “Healthy Eating Week”. During this week,
each class talked about the importance of a healthy balance of food and healthy choices both in hot dinners and sandwiches were rewarded
with stickers. Each class was awarded one extra playtime during the
week in recognition of their endeavours. We hold a “Healthy Eating
Week” each term which we hope will raise awareness within families as
they discuss healthy options with children.
At the time of writing, we are preparing with great enthusiasm to mark the
Chinese New Year - this next year will be the Year of the Dog. We are
holding our celebration on Thursday January 26th and rumour has it that
5 fearsome dragons are due to make an appearance. These are being
prepared by each class with what seems to be more than a little cloak
and dagger secrecy!!
However, all will be revealed in the final dragon parade.
This year our celebrations are even more meaningful as we have a
Chinese family at school. We are very fortunate that Mrs. Robinson has
agreed to visit and share the celebrations with us on that afternoon helped in no small measure by Euan in our Reception class! Thank you
Mrs Robinson. Our Catering Staff have also very kindly arranged a
Chinese option at lunchtime - sweet and sour turkey and rice - I don’t
know if they have ordered any chopsticks though!
To continue in this multicultural theme, Years 3 and 4 are to visit Middle
School on the following afternoon to take part in a workshop led by a
French Theatre Company.
Well, there is only one way to close this month’s article à bientôt mes amis and “Gung hey fat choy!”

Janet Booth

Early Years’ Coordinator
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Noticeboard
Children’s Society Boxes
It’s that time of year again! Could I have your Children’s Society Box
please for emptying. If you bring it to Church, give it to me or to one of
the wardens. Please don’t leave it at the back of church. If you would like
me to collect it I will do so.

Sandra Morray

Women’s World Day of Prayer
3rd

“Signs of the Times”
March 2006 - St Dominic’s Church - 10.30 am

Please note that this year we are holding the service in the
morning, rather than in the evening as in previous
years.

FAIRTRADE
We are having a special sale of Fairtrade goods on

Tearfund Sunday - 5th March.
More Fairtrade goods will be available, including gifts
suitable for Mothering Sunday.
We will also be having our usual monthly sale on
March 26th.
Guarantees a better deal for Third World Producers

London Community Gospel Choir
This famous choir will be performing at the
Gatehouse Theatre on Thurs 18th May
Are you interested in going? If so, get in touch with
Rosemary Blakeman.
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Bishop’s Lent Appeal
on his new year message to parishes, The Bishop
Following
of Lichfield's Lent Appeal this year will benefit young people in
this country and overseas.

He said at the launch of the Lent Appeal
"My appeal this year will help young people who have
become alienated from their communities and pushed
to the margins of society ..."
Shirley Hallam has more information about the
projects to be supported, and envelopes in which
you can put your Lenten offering.

  

Christingle Service 2005
again this was a great service, everyone had a good time.
Once
There were a good variety of crafts, (Thanks Estella) which adults
and children enjoyed.

We had 75 oranges and all but 5 were used. The children were helped to
make them into Christingles, learning what each part represented.
At 4.30pm we went into church for the short service, there was a great
atmosphere. The music group (Thanks Jim) had several young people
playing instruments and they led the singing - wonderful. We lit the
Christingles and sang the last song, it was magic.

The
Children’s
Society

Thank you to all who helped to make it
a happy time for the children. £66 has
been sent to the Children’s Society,
towards their important work with young
runaway children. If you missed it, see
you this year!

Sandra Morray
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Fairtrade - the story behind the mark
is now a Fairtrade church - your Sunday morning tea/coffee is
Christchurch
fairly traded! You can also buy a wide range of Fairtrade food products every 4

th

Sunday. These are supplied by Traidcraft - UK’s leading Fairtrade organisation.
They are a Christian organisation, committed to working with all people in the fight
against poverty. They help the poor to trade more effectively by breaking down the
barriers which prevent them accessing markets. They work with partners (usually
small farmer co-operatives) to develop business skills and create the right
environment for sustainable trade. Nationally and internationally Traidcraft
advocates changes in rules to benefit the poor, and works to mobilise public opinion
in support of fair-trade practices.
The Fairtrade mark is an independent guarantee that a product is fairly traded.
Traidcraft uses this on product lines designed for supermarkets to help customers
recognise the fairly traded products.
The Fairtrade mark guarantees:
fair and stable prices to farmer organisations
extra income for farmers and plantation workers to improve their lives
greater respect for the environment
a stronger position for small scale farmers in world markets
a closer link between consumers and producers
Coffee One of our most popular lines, most of the ground coffee comes from Costa
Rica, Mexico and Nicaragua. Mario Hernandez from Nicaragua comments “Now I
have money to buy clothes for my children and build my house. Day to day things
are improving because of the better price.”
Tea Our tea comes from East Africa - Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. In Tanzania
the major supplier is Kibena which has excellent wages and working conditions.
Fausta Mwinami has worked at Kibena since 1993. He says “Since I’ve worked at
the Kibena Tea Project, I’ve benefited a lot. I used to walk, now I have a bicycle and
am able to travel up to 20 km.”
Cocoa Growers in Ghana set up a co-operative of about 40,000 farmers. They
currently sell about 650 tonnes to the Fairtrade market each year. They receive a
social premium of $150 per tonne, which is invested in water wells, health and
education and other community projects. In 1997 the farmers launched their own
chocolate bar, Divine, and set up The Day Chocolate Company (with help from
various organisations eg Christian aid, Comic Relief). The farmers have an input into
how Divine is produced and sold, and share in the profits. Josh Reynolds thinks it’s a
great product!
We hope you’ll support our sale on March 5th, which will also include fairly traded
craft items. Fairtrade goods are also available in Stone at Wikijum and at Oulton
Village Hall on Monday mornings. Do support them too if you can!
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ITALIAN EVENING
Featuring the film

"The Italian Job"
Saturday 25th March
6.30pm
In Oulton Village Hall
Tickets £12.50 - includes supper and a glass of wine.
For tickets or further information tel: 01782 372324

Christian Aid Sponsored Walk
This year's Christian Aid Sponsored Walk is on the 1st of April.
Once again it will take place at Tittesworth reservoir.
For more information, see Phil Tunstall.

Word Ladder

Su Doku
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3X3 square contains the digits 1 - 9
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Change one letter at a time
making a new word on each
rung.
T E A M
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Solutions on page 15
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From the Mission Field
Evangelism . . .by church-planting! On the
Stephen Bell has sent us
first anniversary of the new church in Dubrava
a copy of the first Annual
(19.2.2006) we can testify that God's hand has
Report of the New
been seen in our midst. Praise God that 181
Church-plant in Dubrava,
people came to the opening service and that
Zagreb, in Croatia.
these last few months approximately 40 adults
and 10 children have been coming. There are
now three regular house groups in the districts of Lower Dubrava, Higher
Dubrava and Sesvete. The main prayer meeting takes place on Wednesdays,
which is key to God's help and outworking.
Each month we hold an activity to be able to invite friends and interested people
from our area. Amongst these activities have been: Concert “Damir Topić &
Friends”, ECM's Frank Bosch's “Family Show” musical, “Family Life”
seminars, children's “Awana Open” outdoor club, the “Jesus Film” the children's
choir “MjuziKids” and a barbecue on the grass near the church! The believers of
the new church have shown readiness to evangelise and to engage in various
ministries. Their enthusiasm has been seen in action.
Finances We are grateful to our “mother church” (Radićeva Baptists, Zagreb)
for their great assistance for the first year. Their contribution, together with the
regular sacrificial giving from believers has meant that we have no debts for the
first year. Praise the Lord! Next year we will ask our mother church for only half
what we received last year.
Equipment From the beginning we have seen God's hand in this. We were
given chairs, sound equipment, and a digital video-projector. We were able to
rent and renovate our church building!
Optimism We have seen great enthusiasm and optimism that has continued the
whole year. The last few months have seen a growth in attendance and in the
collection. There are also a few new Christians in our midst and we are looking
expectantly to the Lord for two key events during February and March 2006.
Pro-Christ Evangelism Sunday 19th and 22-26 March The Gospel will be
preached each evening in our church from 22-26 March by satellite from
meetings in Germany, where Ullrich Parzarny will be preaching to Europe. On
Sunday 19th we will also receive a satellite broadcast, which will be aimed at
encouraging local Christians to “go active”! May God be glorified throughout
Eastern Zagreb!

11
Who are . . .

Tearfund?

Tearfund – the Evangelical Alliance Relief Fund – was born in 1969 out of
early efforts by the Evangelical Alliance to support refugees through contacts
with missionaries. Tearfund now works through partners (local churches and
Christian agencies) to aid the world’s poorest communities. Last year it
supported 450 projects in more than 70 countries. The current International
President, Dr Rene Padilla, says “I am especially pleased that Tearfund is
engaged not only in convincing supporters to give money, but also in helping
them to address some of the global causes of poverty.”
When disaster strikes it’s the poor who suffer most and Tearfund is on standby
to provide emergency relief. During the winter’s ongoing relief operation in
Pakistan, Tearfund workers have been sleeping in tents and braving the cold
with the homeless in the mountains of Kashmir. Many villages were inaccessible
by road so staff faced gruelling journeys to reach survivors.
In Darfur, Tearfund emergency teams are working with local partner Fellowship
for African Relief, providing food, water and health education to those who have
fled the conflict. Recently 3 members of the African Union peacekeeping force
raised £2,000 in a sponsored run in aid of one of the projects.
Tearfund also aims to prevent disaster, with an ongoing programme to help
those in vulnerable places find better ways to cope with the unexpected. In
Monze East, a village in South Zambia, local partner Evangelical Fellowship of
Zambia (EFZ) was able to advise, equip and train 2,000 families last year to
tackle the problem of drought. New techniques have meant a threefold increase
in maize yield - the village has a grain store with 9 months food supply! This
year EFZ will be able to help a further 2,500 families.
Tearfund believes that it’s important to support people. Heed Bangladesh was
able to provide a cheap loan to help Saleha from Northern Bangladesh start her
own chicken farm. With the profits she was able to repay the loan and buy some
land to grow rice – her family now has a year round secure food supply.
Tearfund also speaks on behalf of the world’s poor, taking Proverbs 31:8 as its
biblical mandate, “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.” It took
part in the ‘Make poverty history’ campaign, which did have some success - rich
governments have pledged extra aid and debt relief.
March 5th is Tearfund Sunday; 83% of the charity’s income comes from
Christians in the UK and Ireland. Only 10% is spent on administration and fund
raising so our support goes to where it is most needed - the poor communities of
the world.
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Hebron School Visit
Maltby and I have just returned from a trip to Hebron School in
Kelly
South India where we visited the three families living and working
there who we support as a church.
We had a very good time and are grateful for your prayers. We were
made very welcome and were able to spend time with Dom, Clare and
Erica Joscelyne, Ralph, Dagmar and Simon Baron, and the Humphreys
family, despite their busy work schedules. All send their greetings to the
church and are very appreciative of our support. We gained a real insight
into their situation and know much better how to pray. We plan to share
this in more detail in next month’s magazine and to have opportunity to
show our photos and talk about our experiences at a session after a
morning service or one evening.

Cecilia Wilding

Prayer news from Dom & Clare Joscelyne
Dominic and Clare, with daughter Erica, are working at Hebron School in
South India.
Praise God for Cecilia’s and Kelly’s successful visit here. They
worked so hard at making themselves available to help out and
really mucked in from day one.
The work that we reported that Dominic had negotiated is not
forthcoming. Negotiations as to his possible future role are now
underway. Please pray that we clearly hear God’s voice at this
time.
Clare’s Head of Department is taking a sabbatical next year.
Please pray (and ask around) that his position is filled by a
technology specialist.
The buyer we had for our boat has fallen through at the eleventh
hour. Someone else, however, is interested. Please continue to
pray that this is resolved soon as it is causing extra anxiety for us.
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Crossword by ‘Oddjob’
Clues Across
1
3 Sounds like the reason for a
lettuce! (3)
7
8
7 Northerner missing North in the
end. (6)
10 Win? A good one will! (5)
13 Go to diner in confusion when
overlooked. (6)
17
17 Drivers go round alternative,
time for the main route. (5)
23 24
19 Bird or animal perhaps, just
like its mother! (5)
22 Fruit changing direction for a
day is narrow minded. (5)
23 Journey to the south and peel
off. (5)
31
25 Could be strength. (5)
27 Remove a boundary? Put one
up more likely. (7)
31 Bars of metal in confused clothing. (6)
33 Expose obstruction in store. (6)
36 Tribesman just avoids the chase. (3)
Clues Down
1 Kipling’s poetic qualification. (2)
2 Blueberries said to be peacemakers. (2)
3 Feature conversion of an inch. (4)
4 He’s careful to hide an old wound. (4)
5 Latter half of book will do. (2)
6 Gold, from its own source? (2)
8 Mr Jones misses being a Moody Blue by
a day! (5)
9 You say you understand I’m a chemical
supplier. (3)
11 Where Cain went to sleep? (3)
12 Praise for alien taking in Times at no
length. (5)
14 Wrestle with blended fruit. (7)
15 Short month gets up before the French,
eight times! (7)
16 Shortened protest gets in a nice mess there’s a lot of it about. (7)
17 Balaam’s one made him feel like one! (3)
18 Ah! You are listening to that play by
Karel Capek. (3)

Solution on Page 15
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20 Record an aid to calculation. (3)
21 Nevertheless I am not seen by
mythical creature. (3)
24 Instrument at the junction is
prickly . . . (5)
26 . . . hard one for a drifter. (5)
27 German, therefore not eligible for
this award. (3)
28 Roughly between e and g? Angle
for it! (4)
29 M between a and p? Almost
nobody will get it. (4)
30 Take some tea to consume. (3)
31 That’s the short way to write it. (2)
32 Posh drink - posh car? (2)
34 The French short for a city. (2)
35 Scourge, but not quite to be
announced. (2)
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Lent Course 2006 - Discipleship Explored
Our Lent course this year, on the theme of ‘Discipleship’, runs over eight
sessions, six on Wednesday evenings and two on Sundays following the
evening service.
Session

Date

Time (pm)

1 New heart - confident in Christ

1st

Mar

7.45 - 9.15

2 New purpose - living in Christ

8th Mar

7.45 - 9.15

3 New attitude - standing together in Christ

15th Mar

7.45 - 9.15

4 New responsibilities - transformed by Christ 19th Mar* 6.00 - 7.30
5 New confidence - righteous in Christ

22nd Mar

7.45 - 9.15

6 New ambitions - knowing Christ

29th Mar

7.45 - 9.15

7 New resources - rejoicing in Christ

2nd Apr*

6.00 - 7.30

8 New generosity - content in Christ

5th Apr

7.45 - 9.15

* Sunday
All the sessions will be held in Christ Church Centre, and there will be a
number of guest speakers (see the Diary, pp 2/3). As in previous years,
this promises to be a stimulating and fruitful event. Don’t miss out come and join us and grow your faith!

  
Not The Authorised Version . . .
Here are some answers given by children in a test on the Bible:
Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire during the
night.
Samson slayed the Philistines with the Axe of the Apostles.
Moses led the Jews to the Red Sea where they made
unleavened bread which is bread without any
ingredients.
David was a Hebrew King who was good at playing the Liar. He fought
the Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in biblical times.
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Streets of Prayer
Please pray this
month for all the
people living in
these streets in our
Parish.

5th March
The Crescent
Granville Terrace
Millers Gate
Harley Drive

12th March
Albert Street
Alexandra Street
Arthur Street
Berkeley Street

19th March
Chestnut Grove
Edward Street
Field Terrace
Field House Court
Kent Grove

26th March
Meaford Avenue
Mount Avenue
Mount Crescent
Mount Road

WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO PAY?
A man in a restaurant started to choke on a bone. A doctor rushed over,
reassured him that he was going to be all right, performed the Heimlich
Manoeuvre, and the bone popped out. As the man's breath returned he said, "I'm
so grateful, how can I ever repay you?" The doctor smiled and said, "I'll settle
for one-tenth of what you were willing to pay while you were choking!”
When we're facing a crisis (especially a life-threatening one), we would give
anything to get through it. Money is no object! We can do the same thing on a
spiritual level. How many times have you faced hardship and prayed, "Lord, if
you'll just see me through this, I'll serve you faithfully the rest of my life!" or
something similar? But what happens when the crisis passes? The feeling of
urgency about serving God passes as well.
If we could commit ourselves to doing one-tenth of what we're willing to do in
those moments, we would rise to a new level of commitment, and be able to say
with St Paul, "For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain."(Philippians 1:21)
Puzzle Solutions
Su Doku
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Crossword
Across: 3 Cos, 7 Finish, 10 Conker, 13 Ignored, 17 Aorta, 19
Dolly, 22 Prude, 23 Strip, 25 Might, 27 Defence, 31 Ingots, 33
Outlet, 36 Hun Down: 1 If, 2 UN, 3 Chin, 4 Scar, 5 OK, 6 Or, 8
Inigo, 9 ICI, 11 Nod, 12 Extol, 14 Grapple, 15 Octuple, 16
Endemic, 17 Ass, 18 RUR, 20 Log, 21 Yet, 24 Thorn, 26 Hoboe,
27 DSO, 28 Fish, 29 Noon, 30 Eat, 31 ie, 32 GT, 34 LA, 35 TB
Word Ladder One solution is: TEAM, TERM, TERN, TORN,
TORE, TIRE, TIDE, SIDE
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From the Registers
Weddings
18th February

Matthew James Bradbury and Lauren Jessica Rigden

Baptisms
29th January

Kieran David Carter

Sidespersons for March
9.15 am

6.00 pm

5th

P. Tunstall, A. West
T. MacFarlane, V. Ledward

J. Cooper

12th

D. Pickles, S. Hallam
C. Wilding, T. Lockett

D. Shemilt

19th

A. Greer, D. Wilson
M. Holden, G. Holden

P. Tunstall

26th

P. Hipkiss, J. Rowlands
B. Hutchinson, M. Hutchinson

J. Cooper

April

9.15 am

6.00

2nd

V.Ledward, J. Cooper
S. Gerrard, T. MacFarlane

P. Tunstall

Flower Rota for March
5th

Lent

12th

Lent

19th

Lent

26th

Mothering Sunday

