A Passion for Life

It takes a passionate love to see things through to the bitter end. This is the nature of Jesus Christ’s love for the world. A love that was prepared to face ridicule, hostility, rejection, threats, torture and execution. He put aside self-interest in order to complete his mission – a plan of rescue so that we can be reconciled to God. But it cost his life.

The Son should have received people’s adoration and their loyal obedience, but instead he was subjected to cruel torture and a painful death on a Roman cross. Crucifixion involved stretching out the prisoner’s arms out wide and nailing through the wrists and feet. It was intensely painful; it made breathing extremely difficult; it put the heart under enormous strain in order to try and deliver oxygen to the body; it led to death within hours. The passionate nature of Jesus’ love is staggering when you consider who he is – the Son of God hung and suffered on a cross for the benefit of those who put him to death.

The horror of what he faced led to his fervent prayer on the Mount of Olives as he grappled with the overwhelming dread of what he was about to face: ‘and being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground’ (Luke 22v44). His passion for the world was coupled with his perfect obedience to the Father: ‘During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission’ (Hebrews 5v7). He did not draw back, but saw things through to the bitter end. Jesus’ sacrificial death made reconciliation to the Father possible. This is his invitation and gift to all who believe.

During this month we hold ‘A Passion For Life.’ There are several opportunities to explore Jesus’ life and teachings, to gain a deeper understanding of the Father’s love made known through the death of Jesus Christ. I hope that you will be able to take part and benefit from these events: either to begin or to grow deeper in faith and trust.
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