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Youth Work News 
Thomas Nash joins us as our Youth Outreach Worker this 

month. Read what he has to say about himself on page 6 
 

 
Christ Church on the Internet 

Visit our website at www.lichfield.anglican.org/stoke/stone/stonecc 

E-mail the Parish Office at christchurchcentre@pgen.net 

Send your contributions for this magazine to christchurch_mag@yahoo.co.uk 

 

There’s said to be a 
Chinese curse 
about ‘living in 
interesting’ times. 
Well, we have 
some interesting 
times this month, 
but they should be 
a blessing to all 
concerned! 

Ed. 

Please get your 

contributions for 

the October 

magazine to the 

editor by Friday 

16th September. 
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September 2005 
 

 

Th 1 2.00-4.00 pm  “Landlubbers Holiday Club 
Fr 2 2.00-4.00 pm  “Landlubbers Holiday Club 
Sa 3 8.30 am Prayers followed at 9.00 am by  Breakfast 
 

 

Su 4 Trinity 15 
  9.15 am Holiday Club Service 
   Sermon text: Acts 8:26-40: “the promised Jesus” 
  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer at Christ Church 
   Commissioning of Youth Worker, Thomas Nash 
   Guest Speaker: Rev’d Barry Brewer (Rural Dean) 
   Sermon Text: Ephesians 4:1-16 “The holy catholic 

church” 
 

 

Tu 6 11.30 am Churches Together Fraternal 
We 7 2.00 pm Mothers’ Union – Speaker Rev’d John Williams 
  7.30 pm PCC meeting 
Th 8 10.30 am Holy Communion in church 
  11.30 am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Home 
  7.30 pm “The Shed” 20’s Club at 27 Oulton Road 
Fr 9  7.00 pm Rock Café for young people in the Centre    
 

 

Su 11 Trinity 16 
  9.15 am Morning Prayer 
   Commissioning of Sunday School Teachers 
   Sermon Text: Mark 1:1-13 “the Son of God” 
  6.00 pm  Parish Communion at St John’s, Oulton 
   Sermon Text: Col 2:13 “The forgiveness of sins” 
 

 

We 14  Army Presentation Stafford Show Ground 
Fr 16 7.00 pm Rock Café for young people in the Centre    
 

 

Su 18 Trinity 17 
  9.15 am Parish Communion 
   Speaker: Ven Bob Jackson – Growth Officer –  
   Archdeacon of Walsall 
   Sermon Text: Mark 1:14-28 “the Holy One” 
  6.00 pm Evening Prayer at St John’s, Oulton 
   Sermon Text: Philippians 1:1-11 “Gospel 

partners.” 
 

 

Boaters Christian Fellowship events this week 

Mo 19 6.00 pm Official welcome  to the Christian Boater’s Fellowship 
Tu 20 8.00 pm Christian Boater’s Fellowship evening event – 

speaker:  Monica Darlington 
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We 21 10.00 am Christian Boater’s Fellowship – Men’s Group 
  2.00 pm Christian Boater’s Fellowship – Mothers’ Union Drop 

In – Church Centre 
  6.30 pm  Christian Boater’s Fellowship – Rock Café event 
Th 22 10.30 am Holy Communion in church 
  11.30 am Holy Communion at Oulton Abbey 
Fr 23 7.00 pm Rock Café  
 

 

Su 25 Trinity 18 
  9.15 am Family Service 
   Sermon Text: Mark 2:1-12 “the Son of Man.” 
  6.00 pm  Parish Communion at St John’s, Oulton  
   Sermon Text: Philippians 1:12-26 “To live is 

Christ” 
 

 

We 28 7.30 pm Standing Committee 

 

Next Month 
 

Sa 1 6.00 pm Bring and share Harvest Supper 
   at Christ Church 

Su 2 Trinity 19 - HARVEST FESTIVAL 
  9.15 am Parish Communion 
  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer at CHRIST CHURCH 
 
 
 
 

 

The following Activities take place every week in the centre during 
school term time: 

 Monday Toddlers 9.30 am 

 Friday Little Fishes 11.00 am  

 
Activities for children and young people take place in the centre 
during the Sunday morning service each Sunday (except on the 
fourth Sunday of the month, which is family service): 

Climbers 3-7 years 

Explorers 7-11 years 

Pathfinders 11-14 years 

All children are welcome 

 

 

Our Evening 
Services move 
to their winter 

quarters! 
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Pushing the boat out. 
 
This month we are taking some bold steps of faith. We are pushing 
the boat out on a number of fronts inspired by the following Bible 
verse: ‘One generation will commend your works to another; they will 
tell of your mighty acts’ (Psalm 145v4).  
 
First of all we’ve appointed a youth outreach worker who will help us 
to engage more fully with the rising generation.  We live in a society 
where many have lost touch with the truths found in the Bible and are 
searching to know the living God. They need to discover the purpose 
of life, but they’ve not heard how we can only discover through Jesus’ 
death for our forgiveness, which gives us access to our Heavenly 
Father. How we long to introduce the next generation to God’s 
wonderful character and great promises that have sustained 
generations through the sorrows and joys of life! This takes time and 
patience as we call on the Lord God in prayer and take the 
opportunities that arise in daily life. 
 
We are not only concerned about children and youth, even though 
our attention in the last year has concentrated on developing this 
aspect of our life and witness. It is just one part of our mission that 
spans the entire age-range and concerns all people. To this end we 
are pushing the boat out in another way too. A team from the Boater’s 
Christian Fellowship (who are engaged in a mission to the heart of 
England on the canal from Nottingham to Stoke on Trent) will be 
coming to help us reach out to people in the Stone area. A special 
prayer meeting is scheduled from 8.30-9.30 a.m. on Saturday 3rd 
September at Christ Church Centre. Will you come and join us? Or if 
you can’t come then could you pray at the same time wherever you 
are? As we call on the Lord in prayer we can expect him to be at work 

to transform the hearts of stone to flesh.  
 
Why not push the boat out yourself? Make a fresh 
start this term by joining us on Sunday mornings, 
or at one of our special events, to hear about the 
mighty acts of God. 

 

Paul Kingman 
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SING PRAISE – THE PSALMS 
 

A Quiet Day  

at Shallowford House 

Wednesday 14th September  

From 10 am till 3.30pm 

Led by Deaconess Ann Butler 
 

Programme 

Coffee followed from 10.30am by several short sessions 
interspersed with periods for quiet reflection.  
Lunch at 1 pm. Further session and reflection followed by 
Holy Communion. Cup of tea and depart 3.30pm 
 
Cost of £15 includes a substantial Shallowford lunch. 
 
Book with the warden at Shallowford House, Shallowford, 
Stone, Staffs. ST15 0NZ   
Tel: 01785 760233 
 

 
 

 

                     

 

 

Thank You 
 
Thank you  all for your prayer support and cards, 
during my recent time in hospital. 

Michael Thompson 
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 Introducing Thomas Nash - Youth Worker 
 

I was born in London but have lived in Sevenoaks, Kent since I 
was four years old. I come from a Christian family and have been 
to church ever since I was born. I am the oldest of five children 
and have three brothers and one sister. I went to primary school 
in Sevenoaks and secondary school in Tonbridge.   
 
I would always have called myself a Christian but aged about 
fourteen I had lots of questions and thrashed them out during 
confirmation classes in which we went through the Two Ways To 
Live gospel outline. At school I was known as a Christian but 
wasn’t particularly vocal about it. I understood the gospel but did 
not realize that all of my life was to reflect it.   
 
I’ve spent the last five years in Durham. I went to do a BA in 
theology at the College of St Hild and St Bede. I then did an MA in 
theological research during which I studied Hebrew and 
theological bioethics amongst other things. Over these four years 
I have grown lots as a Christian and benefited greatly from a 
church and Christian Union that sought to proclaim clearly the 
gospel.  For the last year I have been working as an ‘apprentice’ 
in a church in Durham working mostly with students and young 
people (fourteen to eighteen year olds). This has been great fun 
and taught me a lot about working in a church. 
 
It was also in Durham that I met Clare (my wife from 9th August 
2005). I was in my third year when she started university and we 
were courting from the end of her first year. We got to know each 
other through the Christian Union and through church. She 
studied Natural Sciences and is wonderfully godly and fun.   
 
My interests include following and playing rugby and, in fact, 
pretty much all sports. I am looking forward to coming to Stone 
and the opportunities that it presents to be teaching young people 
the Bible and seeing them respond to the good news that Jesus 
Christ is Lord and died to rescue them for his kingdom and glory. 
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Diakonia in Durham  
 

It was four years ago, while 
attending the World Assembly of 
DIAKONIA in Brisbane, that I heard 
the next Assembly would be held in 
England, hosted by the Diaconal 
Association of the Church of 
England (DACE) & Methodist 
Diaconal Order (MDO). 
 
Deacons are among those in all Christian traditions who are called to 
help the church live out its service in the world (‘diakonia’ being the 
Greek word for service). They often work in difficult situations 
addressing social, welfare and justice issues. On welcoming over 400 
of us to the Cathedral, the Bishop of Durham reminded us that Jesus 
calls us to seek the way of service, the way of Jesus' atoning death. 
 
Some 35 countries - from Fiji to Finland, from the Netherlands to 
New Zealand, from Scotland to South Africa - represented the 
worldwide federation. We took part in workshops based on the theme 
'Diakonia at the Margins - Challenge and Hope’, visited diaconal 
projects in Newcastle, Jarrow, Sunderland and Gateshead and shared 
in small groups. 
 
One evening we were treated to a sparkling performance of 'Celtic 
Fire' by the Northumbria Community. I shall never forget delegates 
bursting out of Durham Cathedral on Sunday after World Praise, 
dancing the conga! 
 
My role as college host at St. Chad's was a joy. Our Hospitality Group 
which numbered around 15 people had been together for nearly 
three years in preparation for the Assembly, so we knew one another 
quite well. I also had the willing help of llse my German colleague at 
St. Chad's who was constantly on hand to translate for our German 

sisters who could not speak English. 
 
Many thanks to those of you who cross-stitched the 
bookmarks to be given as presents to the delegates 
as a reminder of their visit to England. 

The 19th World DIAKONIA 
Assembly held in Durham in 
July 2005 gathered 
Deacons and Diaconal 
workers from all parts of 
the world, among them our 
own Ann Butler. 
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This month we’re thinking about animals, so all of 

our puzzles have an animal theme.  
 

Can you match these 

Biblical characters 

with their animals? 
 

Daniel Whale 

Jonah Sheep 

Mary Lions 

David Donkey 
 

 

 

 

 

Wordsearch 
All the animals hidden in the 

square appear in the Bible. 

Eagle Camel 

Lion Pig 

Donkey Wolf 

Sheep Worm 

Whale Fox 
 
 
 
 

Thank-you God that you made all the animals. 

Help us to care for them. 

E A F O X L S E A P 

A E O G I P I L O N 

G G O A P S E E F O 

L I O N A Z G M E O 

E W X H I E Y A N N 

J M B T L A C C Z K 

L R K A B G W L M E 

X O H D U W O L F Y 

J W S T Y V E N O P 

Q R H P E E H S S O 

Fill in the gaps to find well known 

Bible stories which all contain 

animals in them. 
 

T _ _   F _ _ s _   Ch _ _ _ _ m _ _  

_ h _   C _ _ a _ _ on 

N _ _ _ ‘ _   A _ _ 
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Mission to the Heart 
19 – 22 September 2005 
 
We are fortunate to live at the centre of the canal system in the 
Heart of England. The Boaters’ Christian Fellowship is on a 
mission journey through Staffordshire in September this year and 
will be staying in Stone for two days. 
 
There are number of open events to which you are warmly 
welcome. But do think and pray about who you could bring with 
you. All these events are designed to welcome you and your 
friends, relatives and neighbours: 
 
Monday 19 September 
6.00 pm Welcome to boaters – Canalside 
 
Tuesday 20 September 
4.30 pm Children’s picnic (4-11 years) – Canalside 
8.00 pm Evening event with speakers, displays & refreshments  
 – Christ Church Centre 
 
Wednesday 21 September 
10.00 am Men’s Fellowship – Christ Church Centre  
2.00 pm Mothers’ Union with speaker and afternoon tea 
 - Christ Church Centre  
6.30 pm Rock Café special – speaker & “Theory” rock band 
 - Christ Church Centre  

 
The mission team will also be taking part in activities in Christ 
Church Middle and First Schools, Oulton First School and St 
Michael’s First School, and are visiting other local groups. 
 
For further information, please contact Shirley Hallam on 
01785 814593.  
 
Host a homegroup 
If you feel you could invite 4 or 5 of your neighbours to come for a 
cuppa, we could provide a speaker - contact Michael Thompson 
on 01785 813712 to arrange this. 
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What About A Book Harvest? 
 

Harvest is a great time for remembering the needy areas of the 
world, and we are going to have the opportunity this year to give, 
via Tearfund, to the relief of famine in Niger. In addition this year, 
we are going to have the opportunity to relieve book famine via 
an organisation called Book Aid. 
 
In Britain, where we are surrounded by so many books, it is hard 
to imagine the devastating book famine which exists in other 
places. For instance, Christians in many African countries yearn 
for English-language books to help them grow in their faith. 
 
Book hunger hurts and has long-term effects on a nation. Harvest 
time provides an ideal opportunity to move the mountain of surplus 
Bibles and Christian books from Britain to book famine areas.  
 
An organisation called ‘Book Aid’ sends container-loads of books 
to countries such as Northern Ghana, Malawi, Uganda, Barbados, 
Cameroon, Nigeria, India – areas where English is spoken but 
there are very few Christian books, or they are too expensive for 
ordinary people to afford. Once received in the country, the books  
are used to stock Christian college libraries, and taken to Christian 
bookshops and churches where they are sold at affordable prices. 
 

What kind of books are needed? 

 All kinds of Christian books 

 All kinds of Bibles – in good condition, please 

 All kinds of ‘Ladybird books’ – in good condition (spines intact) 

 Not required – daily (dated) Bible notes and school books 
 

Please start now looking out books you might give 

From mid-September onwards, there will be notices telling us 
where to place the books we wish to give. The books will then be 
transported to a Book Aid collecting point from where they will be 
taken to their main centre where they will be sorted, packed into 
containers, and sent to countries in need. 
 

(For more information, ask Cecilia Wilding) 
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In brief, we have been 
shown around places and 
Christian ventures in and 
around Ooty as part of a 
‘new staff’ induction 
program and are now into 
the thick of the school 
term trying to get our 
heads into the new roles we have been assigned. We thought that 
we would share with you here in the magazine some of our 
thoughts, achievements and challenges. 
 
The feelings we have swing from feeling that this is the most 
wonderful place we could be and loving everything about the 
culture to getting over emotional over trivial things such as ‘the 
dirty nappies have not been collected again’. This apparently is 
perfectly natural and appears to be the similar experience of our 
other ‘new to India’ colleagues. Books we read about culture 
shock recalls people having similar experiences of total euphoria 
followed by low points and confusion. “But we are seasoned 
travelers; we’ve both roughed it on cheap student holidays and of 
course experienced hardships of carrying water on our narrow 
boat”, we say. According to our reading this does not seem to 
make the transition easier. Culture shock is not exclusive to but is 
more prevalent in those facing long stints of three years or more. 
This explains why the International Guests on short term stints 
appear to be experiencing less of the transitional difficulties of the 
longer term workers. 
 
Dominic whilst being tempted to reflect on what was left behind 
career wise and what the future might hold was lead to read the 
story of Lot’s wife in Genesis 19 and specifically verse 26, ‘But 
Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt’. Dominic 
felt strongly that God was telling him not to look back and to trust 
him for the future. Our job is only to be obedient and God will take 
care of the rest. He was then lead onto Matthew 10:39. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.  

The Joscelynes - Dominic, Clare and 
daughter Erica - have arrived in India 
to work at Hebron School. You can 
obtain their news letter via Cecilia 
Wilding or directly if you send your 
email address to: 

clarejoscelyne@hotmail.com  
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Do not feel too sorry for us as we are sure that we are in God’s will 
and this really is a fantastic place to work. We look out over the 
beautiful Nilgiri hills every day and the school backs onto botanical 
gardens. The students are good fun and the staff caring and 
helpful. Erica is very contented and happy and is thriving in this 
highly stimulating environment. She has made lots of friends and 
receives a great deal of attention. There appears to be no 
problems with transition for her.  
 
We were also encouraged by a talk delivered in one of our 
devotional times about the choosing of the seven in Acts 6:1-7. 
This helped us to put a context to what our mission involves. The 
seven (including Stephen) were chosen to carry out work in order 
that the apostles could go out and evangelise in order that the 
Church could grow. The parallel being: that the parents of the 
children at Hebron school serve the Lord all over Asia and Africa. 
They are involved in a variety of Christian works and witness 
including front line evangelism. We are extremely honored to have 
the privilege of being a part of educating and caring for their 
children to enable them to do the work to which they are called. 
We are the, ‘table waiters’. 
 
Be encouraged in the part to which you have been called and no 
matter how small you think it may be, be encouraged by Stephen’s 
calling to wait on tables and what the Lord eventually 
accomplished through him through his humble obedience.  
 
Love in Christ 
 

Dominic, Clare and Erica 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News Flash – All three of the Humphreys boys 

scored in the inter-school football in the U19s, 

U16s and U14s. Sport is big here. They are heroes. 
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S  H  C  T 

Staffordshire Historic Churches Trust 
 

Sponsored Cycle Ride 

and Walk 

Saturday 10th 

September 
 

How about cycling or walking round our area visiting 
churches and collect sponsorship for the number of churches 
you visit?  There are churches involved all over the county 
but a list of those in this area is on a noticeboard in the 
church centre. The sponsor money is equally divided 
between the Historic Churches Trust and our own church.  

 
Could you cycle or walk to help fund the project 
for a youth worker?  
 
Sponsor forms are now available 
from Dorothy Wilson. There 
is also a list of churches that can 
be visited. 

 
Volunteers will also be needed to spend an 
hour at our church to welcome visitors and 
sign forms. Tell Dorothy if you can help. 
 
 

                     

 
 

Animal  

Crackers 

 

How do you know 

when a leopard is 

telling the truth? 

 

 W
h
en

 it’s 

obviou
sly

 

n
ot lion

 to 

y
ou

! 

 

 What did the 

walrus use to press 

its clothes? 

 A
 sea

l-

iron
! 
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STAFFORDSHIRE OPEN STUDIOS 
 

Since 2002 the Staffordshire Open 
Studios has been a showcase for the 
creative talent within the county. It 
gives the public the chance to visit 
individual artists in their own 
environment.  
 
The Central Area embraces artists and craftspeople working in 
and around Stone, who will be opening their studio doors on the 
weekends of 17/18 & 24/25 September. 
 
You can take advantage of this free event and meet the artists at 
work. Not only will you see artwork being created but you will gain 
an insight into the inspiration behind the work. All the venues will 
have work on sale. However, there is no pressure to buy, you are 
welcome to just look in a relaxed atmosphere. 
 
More detailed information can be found in the Staffordshire Open 
Studios guide to the visual arts, which will be free and available at 
the Stone library. Any of the above mentioned participants would 
be pleased to answer any of your questions. 
 

 
The following local artists are taking part, and will be pleased to 
answer any of your questions:  
 
 Painters  Potters 
Robin Ansell 01785 664556  Carole Glover 01785 249562 
Rita Banks 01889 505386  George Holden 01785 815057 
Lynne Broberg 01889 270234  Gillian McMillan 01782 373020 
Pamela Crewe 01785 665400  
Lisa Henderson 01785 660083  
Anita Murphy 01785 813416 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Holden is one 

of a number of local 
artists who are opening 

their studios to visitors 

this Month. 
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It’s not that we think your brains don’t get enough exercise . . . 
but see how you get on with these sums. They might test your 
knowledge of the Bible as well! 
 
1) Tribes of Israel - Commandments = 
 
2) (Books in the Bible  Days of Creation) - Seals in Revelation = 

 
3) Psalms  (Days in the Wilderness + Plagues on Pharaoh) = 

 
4) (Books in Old Testament - Books in New Testament)  

Number of Gospels = 
 

5) Apostles - (Days of Rain  Books in Pentateuch) = 
 
6) If you add up all of your answers the total should equal the 

number of chapters in Romans! 
 
 

                     
 

 

Congratulations 
 

Many of you will know Lois Bell, who attended 
Christ Church regularly until she moved to 
Lancaster to attend university. 
 
We are pleased to announce that on 27th August 
she got married, and we wish her and her new 
husband, Mr Dave Bowers, every blessing as they 
start their new life together. 
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MAF are regularly in 
our prayers, but who 

are they? And what do 
they do? Read on! 

 Mission Aviation Fellowship 
 

For nearly 60 years, Mission Aviation 

Fellowship has been speeding physical and 
spiritual help to many of the world’s most 

isolated and suffering people. Without its 

light aircraft, countless thousands of men, 
women and children would today be 

without adequate food, clean water, medical care and Christian hope. 
For they are cut off by the difficult terrain beyond which they exist, and 

deprived of basic necessities for a full and healthy life. 

 
Only aircraft able to land on the most rudimentary airstrips can make 

practical help available. 
 

From the first twin-engined four-seater Gemini aircraft which took off 
from Croydon Airport to survey Africa and find out whether a mission in 

the air was worthwhile, MAF has grown to today’s worldwide fleet of  

over 130 aircraft operating in more than 30 countries. 
 

Best of skills 
Since that very first take-off, MAF has always been determined to meet 

urgent needs using the best of specialist skills. Pilots of course, landing 

up to 15 times a day on rough airstrips. But also vital ground staff: 
engineers, radio technicians, accountants, bookkeepers and 

administrators. 
 

Working alongside aid and development agencies, missions, national 
churches and other local groups, MAF carries dedicated workers who 

bring healing and relief for body, mind and spirit.  Penetrating into 

remote areas by flying across deserts, jungles, mountains and swamps. 
Giving hope to far-flung communities which often could take days or 

weeks to reach by land, where roads are non-existent, or totally 
impassable for half the year. 

 

Sometimes, an MAF plane is even converted into an air ambulance to be 
a vital link in saving a precious life. 

 
Visionary work 

Every five seconds, someone somewhere in the world goes blind. Every 

minute, a child goes blind. Of 45 million blind people worldwide, and 135 
million visually impaired, 90% live in developing countries. And 80% of 

global blindness is avoidable. In many countries of MAF’s operations, 
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flights carry dedicated eye teams to remote locations where they 

perform sight-saving surgery.  
 

The Nuba people of Sudan waited four decades to see an eye doctor as 

ongoing fighting prevented eye teams visiting the area. But an MAF flight 
took a Christian Blind Mission team for two weeks to run eye clinics.  

 
‘Looking out over the multitudes of people, I felt overwhelmed and I 

prayed silently: God, give me strength and skills to be able to help these 
people in the best possible way.’ This was Dr Sture Nyholm’s prayer as 

he arrived in the Nuba Mountains. Some people waited for more than 

two weeks with eager anticipation for the team’s arrival in the MAF 
plane. 

 
Despite operating on an average of 36 patients each day, the queue 

continued to grow. The team screened 770 patients with 100 seen in the 

last day. Now, many have new sight. One patient exclaimed, ‘Thank you 
for not forgetting the Nuba people.’ This gave the team strength to work 

a 14-hour day. 
 

Dr Nyholm reflects, ‘Our minds are filled with impressions. We think 
about the 323 operations. We think about those Arabic Bibles, the 

Shukuru Yesu hymnbooks, left with the Presbyterian Church. May your 

Word have an impact among these people.’ 
 

MAF’s vital work is enabling thousands of men, 
women and children to receive both physical 

and spiritual care. 

 
Find out more about the work of Mission Aviation Fellowship by writing 

to MAF, Castle Hill Avenue, FOLKESTONE CT20 2TN, telephone (01303) 
850950, send an email to supporter.relations@maf-uk.org visit the 

website, www.maf-uk.org. 

 
                     

 

Animal  

Cracker 

 

Why did the 

chicken cross the 

road? 

 

 B
eca

u
se it 

sa
w

 th
e 

pelica
n

 

crossin
g

! 
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People in boats . . .  
 
The wind rushed at the boat like a wild thing, howling through the 

rigging and shaking the sails. But the boat was built for this life; a black 
belt in wind wrestling, she dipped her shoulder before the onslaught and 

turned her opponent’s energy against him, using it as a power to drive 

her forward in a trail of white water.  
 

The wind’s ancient ally, the sea came to his aid, surging along the decks. 
Heaping itself up it leapt at the boat in clouds of flying spray. Some even 

had the cunning to find a gap in the neck of the helmsman’s oilskins. But 

the helmsman knew his trade as well, and a cunningly positioned elbow 
kept the spray from his mug of tea; Lions 1: Christians 2.  

 
The head of the other christian, the Skipper, appeared smiling in the 

hatchway, “You’re enjoying yourself up there, aren’t you?”. “Yes”, I 
replied, “I am rather!” Two old guys in a 32-foot yacht on a lively beat 

from Southampton to Lymington, just having fun.  

 
Which only goes to show that, while there really is nothing so much 

worth doing as simply messing about in boats, it helps if you are a bit 
crazy. And some are more crazy than others. Me, I’m a sucker for the 

lure of the endless blue - that magic time when the land has dropped 

below the horizon and you are alone with the sea and the sky. Not all 
people in boats are so antisocial. The ‘Cowes Week’ crowd seem to look 

on sailing as a way to cure the hangovers that result from their earnest 
social activities ashore! 

 
Our local waters of the ‘Trent and Mersey’ support their own diversity of 

water-borne folk, many of them really nice people. You probably know 

some of them, or may even be one yourself.  
 

With the visit by members of the Boaters Christian Fellowship this month 
you will have the opportunity to meet some people who, while they use 

their boats for pleasure, also put them to another extremely good use. 

That is, spreading the Gospel, and you can’t really get a 
better use for a boat (or anything else for that matter) 

than that. Come and meet them; you won’t need a 
lifejacket, but what they have to share with you could 

save your life, forever! 

 

Jeremy Cooper 
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Streets of Prayer 
 

Please pray this 
month for all the 
people living in 
these streets in our 
Parish. 
 

4th September 

Northesk Street 
Radford Close 
Radford Street 
Station Road 

11th September 

The Avenue 
Trent Road 
Tunley Street 
Trinity Drive 

  
18th September 

Airdale Grove 
Airdale Road 
Airdale Spinney 
Cross Street 
Lotus Court 

25th September 

Nicholls Lane 
Old Road 
Old Road Close 
Oulton Cross 
 

 
 

                     

 

 

Encouragement from Scripture 
Most of us have times along life’s journey when we need encouragement 
and a reminder of God’s care for His children. The Bible provides page 

after page to encourage us, but sometimes we just need an extra 
prompt to go to its pages. Here are just a few ideas - we hope that they 

help you along your way as they’ve helped many others. 

 

 If you're feeling lonely or fearful read Psalm 23 

 If you’re discouraged Isaiah chapter 40 

 If you’re worrying Matthew chapter 6, verses 19-34 

 If God seems far away Psalm 139 

 If you are particularly aware of having done something wrong 

Psalm 51 

 If you need rest and peace Matthew chapter 11, verses 25 - 30 

 If you feel down and out Romans chapter 8, verses 31 - 39 
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From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 

31st July Mackenzie Rose Bond 
 
 

 

Wedding 

30th July Steven Lloyd Baker and Dionne Anne Thacker  
 
 

 
Sidespersons for September 

 9.15 am 
 
4th M. Holden, G. Holden, P. Hipkiss, D. Wilson 
 
11th A. West, T. MacFarlane, M. Hutchinson, B. Hutchinson 
 
18th V. Ledward, S. Gerrard, D. Pickles, P. Tunstall 
 

25th S. Hallam, C. Wilding, J. Cooper, T. Lockett 
 
 

 
Flower Rota for September 

4th  

11th  Mrs. E. Cook 

18th  Mrs. S. Hallam 

25th Mrs. E. Woodhead 
 

 

 


