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4  From the Editor 

From the Vicarage…... 

Hi There, 
I apologise to you all  - the presentaƟon of the August magazine was 
a bit strange!!! For some unknown reason all the page headings dis-
appeared somewhere between Saxifrage Drive and the Office!! The 
magazine really did not look right—and must have been very confus-
ing! Lets hope we don’t have any prinƟng glitches this Ɵme!! 
 
This month we have lots of interesƟng arƟcles—do check them out 
and keep more coming in!  Please save the dates for the Quiz Night 
and the new study course—’Jesus the Evidence’ - see details within. 
There is also an important arƟcle from Bishop Michael worthy of a 
read.   Harvest is coming so collect those goods for ‘food.gives’ (see 
page 13) and enjoy the season and the lovely weather. 
 
Helen.        August 2025 

Do you need to be fortified? 

The word forƟfied is used in a variety of ways. Not last of which is 
the idea of needing strength to face the future when circumstances 
are unknown or unclear. 
We may have a cereal packet that boasts “forƟfied with vitamins”. 
The vitamin supplementaƟon boosts the nutriƟonal value for health. 
It’s a pracƟse that extends across milk and milk products, flour, 
bread, rice, salt, cereal bars and fruit juices. It is of value where the 
diet is poor, or during child development, for mums to be during 
pregnancy, or among the elderly. It serves to strengthen us against 
sickness. 
We may speak of “a fort” – when there is a strategic locaƟon such as 
a hill with a city built and that this needs forƟficaƟon against aƩack  
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from enemies. We have many 
such historic structures across 
our country with only a draw-
bridge entry. 
 
We also think of “needing to be 
forƟfied” when we need to be 
strengthened to face a challenge. 
This is the case for many as the 
new academic year begins which 
oŌen combines several new factors: a new insƟtuƟon, a new loca-
Ɵon, new people, new home. Where do we turn to be forƟfied? The 
Bible has loads of verses to strengthen us, but one Psalm oŌen is 
turned to for it’s great encouragement: ‘He who dwells in the shelter 
of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say 
to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust” 
‘(Psalm 91v1-2). The words would have been especially precious to 
the homeless people of the Old Testament as they wandered in the 
wilderness. Their refuge was in the LORD, the great ‘I AM’ who spoke 
to Moses from the bush that flamed with fire but was not burnt up, 
the one who is all-sufficient in resources. ‘Great is the LORD’, as the 
writer says, that he is my God in whom I trust. The personal relaƟon-
ship that is possible through Jesus Christ is one that carries the be-
liever through the changing circumstances and challenges faced.  
Whatever we face, whether it is a new adventure or seems like a sƟff 
challenge, we can have this great assurance as we trust in Him. 
We look forward to new people joining us 
at the start of this new academic year to 
explore these things further in our regular 
worship together.  
 
 
Paul Kingman  
September 2025 

From the Vicarage…... 
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   September 2025 
 Date Time Events (Zoom codes in weekly email) 

Mon 1st   

Tue 2nd 10.30 am Communion; Mark 8: 27-38 “Who do you say I am?” 

Wed 3rd   

Thu 4th   

Fri 5th   

Sat 6th 8.30 am 
10.00 am 

Prayer meeƟng followed by breakfast 
Everybody Welcome coffee morning 

Sun 7th 9.15 am 
5.00 pm 

Communion; Genesis 25: 19-34  “The trickster” 
Bible Study: SalvaƟon belongs to the Lord (1/6) 

Mon 8th 9.30 am Toddler group  

Tue 9th 10.30 am 
 

12.30 pm 
2.00 pm 

Communion; Mark 10: 17-31  
 “What must I do to be saved?” 
Pursuit Club Christ Church Academy 
Autumn House - Church at Home service  

Wed 10th 9.00 am 
3.30 pm 

Christ Church First School assembly 
Trekkers 

Thu 11th 1.10 pm Christ Church Academy assembly 

Fri 12th   

Sat 13th   

Sun 14th 9.15 am 
 

5.00 pm 

Morning Prayer; Genesis 27: 1-40  
 “Losing the blessing” 
Bible Study: SalvaƟon belongs to the Lord (2/6) 

Mon 15th 9.30 am Toddler group  
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  September 2025 
 Date Time Events 

Tue 16th 10.30 am 
 

12.30 pm 

Communion; Mark 14: 53-65, 15: 1-41  
 “My God, my God, why?” 
Pursuit Club Christ Church Academy 

Wed 17th 9.00 am 
2.00 pm 
3.30 pm 

Christ Church First School assembly 
Oulton Abbey - Church at Home service 
Trekkers 

Thu 18th 11.00 am 
1.10 pm 

St. Mary’s - Church at Home service 
Christ Church Academy assembly 

Fri 19th 2.00 pm Christ Church Academy Year 5 welcome service 

Sat 20th   

Sun 21st 9.15 am 
 

5.00 pm 

Communion; Genesis 28: 10-22 
 “A stairway to heaven” 
Bible Study: SalvaƟon belongs to the Lord (3/6) 

Mon 22nd 9.30 am Toddler group  

Tue 23rd 10.30 am Communion; Luke 7: 43-49 
 “AcƟons speak louder than…” 

Wed 24th 9.00 am 
3.30 pm 

Christ Church First School assembly 
Trekkers 

Thu 25th 1.10 pm Christ Church Academy assembly 

Fri 26th   

Sat 27th   

Sun 28th 9.15 am HARVEST: All Age; MaƩhew 6: 25-34 
 “Seek first the Kingdom” 

Mon 29th 9.30 am Toddler group  

Tue 30th 10.30 am Communion; Luke 8: 1-15  “One seed, four soils” 
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12  Mission Matters 

A Prayer for Refugees 
 
Almighty and merciful God, 
whose Son became a refugee and had no place to call his own; 
look with mercy on those who today are fleeing from danger, 
homeless and hungry. 
Bless those who work to bring them relief; 
inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts; 
and guide the naƟons of the world towards that day when all will 
rejoice in your Kingdom of jusƟce and of peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Taken from Church of England Website. 
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As Harvest approaches and we celebrate all the wonderful varieƟes 
of food we have access to on a daily basis ,the Food.Gives collecƟon 
enables us to share our abundance with our ChrisƟan brothers and 
sisters in dire need. Items for the boxes, which are sent to a distribu-
Ɵon centre in Swindon to be repackaged ready for shipment over-
seas are :- (all dried and suitable for room temperature storage) 
Chick peas, LenƟls,  Rice, Salt, Sugar, Pulses (dried beans, dried peas, 
dried broad beans).  All in packets please rather than tubs or Ɵns and 
as long a ‘Use by’ date as possible. We’ll miss Sheila Hawley’s input 
this year but l’m hoping to do her proud by sending even more box-
es this Ɵme!! There will be a table set up in the Foyer in due course 
to receive your items. If you have items and can’t get to church or 
wish to donate to the collecƟon let me know via the office. Thank 
you. 
 
Phil Tunstall.  
For more informaƟon and to see 
videos of the work or to donate:-  

www.food.gives 
 
 
 

Food Gives 
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Meanderings of a Simple Mind  

We have a photograph of Niagara Falls in our hall which I took on one 
of our holidays in Canada 

Recently I have heard the quesƟon posed of how we explain the Trini-
ty to people who have no church experience. On one of these occa-
sions my photograph of Niagara Falls 
popped into my head and it occurred 
to me that the river is an excellent ex-
ample of how we can explain how 
God, Jesus and the Holy Ghost fit to-
gether as one.  
 
Niagara Falls is not just one falls, it is 
Niagara Falls on the Canadian side and 
the American falls on the other 
side.  The river Niagara is very power-
ful and the falls are magnifi-
cent.  However, at a certain point the 
American Falls leave the main river 
and thunder down in a different place. 
AŌer a while they rejoin the main river.  This gives a picture of God 
represented by the river.  Of Jesus represented by the American Falls, 
leaving the main river and then returning. And over all this the power 
of the river (the Holy Spirit) never decreases illustraƟng our heavenly 
father with His power the same yesterday, today and for ever.  
 
Shirley Hallam 

Some quotes for you:- “Life consists not in holding good cards 
but in playing those you hold well.” —Josh Billings 
“The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in ris-
ing every Ɵme we fall.” —Nelson Mandela 
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Who is the most popular saint in Staffordshire? Some would say St. 
Michael {M and S}, others would say St. Modwen as one cannot 
escape that name as one drives around the county past various 
building development sites, parƟcularly in Stoke-on-Trent.  But 
who was St. Modwen and why is she so popular in this area ?  
Modwen was a nun who founded Burton Abbey in the 7th C on  
Andressey Island in the middle of the River Trent in Burton-on- 
Trent. She was an Irish noblewoman, who is reported to have per-
formed many miracles, parƟcularly associated with blindness. To 
this day, the well on the site of the abbey is said to possess healing 
properƟes. AŌer a Ɵme, she leŌ Burton and travelled to Scotland, 
reportedly dying aged 130, her body being then returned to Burton 
for burial. When she died, her companions are said to have seen 
her soul taken to heaven by silver swans. A shrine was built at Bur-
ton to commemorate her life, but it was destroyed by the Danes in 
874. Today, two churches in Burton are dedicated to her name. 
 
Her name also lives on in the form of St. Modwen ProperƟes Ltd, 
an investment and development business specialising in the regen-
eraƟon and reclamaƟon of brownfield sites and urban environ-
ments. SƟll using a swan within the brand logo, amongst many oth-
er projects, the firm developed the Stoke on Trent Garden FesƟval 
site, purchased the Trentham Gardens Estate and was involved 
with the BriƟsh Leyland site at Longbridge and 
the New Covent Garden in London. In 2021, it 
was purchased by the US giant Blackstone in a 
£1.24 billion deal. In 2024, St. Modwen Homes 
was bought by Miller Homes, although the St. 
Modwen brand name will conƟnue to be used in 
the housing sector. The Blackstone owned part 
of St. Modwen sƟll owns the Trentham Estate 

although Blue Diamond operate the 
Gardens.  
 
John Bowes 

St Modwen 



16  Emmaus Road, Stone, ST15…??? 

In recent months I have tried, most days, to take a short local walk. 
Well, you know what they say… “If you don’t use it, you lose it!”. 

As I leave home my mind is full of chores and other problems.  But 
the regular rhythm of my footsteps seems to help clear my mind. 
So, then what? CounƟng the steps may be fine the first Ɵme out, 
but as I usually take the same walk each day, it’s pointless to keep 
repeaƟng the count.  

So, what am I worrying about?!  I quickly go over my problems…. 
almost as if to another person, and very oŌen realise how trivial 
they are!   But then, other friends who really do have great difficul-
Ɵes in their lives come to mind. I find myself naming them and 
thinking about them. I sense that an unseen presence, who I feel is 
with me, understands and is as concerned as I am. 

I wonder “is this prayer”?  Well, it is not prayer in the way we oŌen 
think of prayer.  But then going for a walk down the road with your 
“hands together and eyes closed” is not a good idea at all!  Howev-
er, the two disciples who encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus 
were equally uncertain who the “stranger” was who walked with 
them. 

Jesus said to his disciples “and surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age”.   Is this road in Stone aŌer tea on a Tuesday 
aŌernoon excluded?  So, as we live by faith our walk can indeed be 
a stroll with our Lord Jesus Christ.  

If, on our return someone asks, “did you see 
anyone?” we can honestly answer “no”.  But if 
I was asked “Did you talk to someone”?  I 
guess I would then have to say, “well, it was a 
sort of prayer walk”.  

Of course, we sƟll need to keep regular “quiet 
Ɵmes” for more formal Bible reading and pray-
er, but there will be other moments in the day, 
like my walk, when we can sƟll be with, and converse with Our Lord  
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Jesus.  

Jesus will always be with us.  However, unless we keep up our regular 
prayers and hold on to His promise of always being present with us, 
our faith will get weaker. You know what they say… “If you don’t use 
it, you lose it”.            Roger 

************************************* 

Save the date……. 

Friday  
10th October 2025 
7.00pm Christ Church Centre 
 
Its harvest Ɵme and that means the big quiz. The last two years  
we have very much enjoyed the Tearfund quiz nights. Here we join 
in with churches all around the country to enjoy a social quiz even-
ing and raise money for Tearfund. Tearfund set the majority of the 
quesƟons, although John and Helen always provide an interesƟng 
bonus round!!! 
 
Come and join us—there are prizes!! 
Thousands of people needlessly suffer and die every day because 
of poverty. But that’s not God’s plan for the world. We believe 
that we can all play a part in ending extreme poverty and injusƟce 
by reaching out to people in need. 

For more than 50 years, Tearfund has partnered with local church-
es and organisaƟons around the world, equipping people to liŌ 
themselves out of poverty and fulfil their God-given potenƟal. 

The Big Quiz Night is coming! 

Emmaus Road (cont) 



18  Tales from the Towpath  (24) 

July/August 2025 
Hello, 
For me its been a very strange month. As many of you will have 
heard by now our daughter Hannah became very, very poorly,  
went into a hospice and passed away on 11th August.  This meant 
that my towpath walks have been somewhat curtailed although I 
have sƟll helped some individual boaters where I could—as I told 
them—a useful distracƟon! 
I have missed my towpath walks and rides in this beauƟful  
weather but hope that I will be able to get going soon. 
 
Anyway—what news?  Aston Lock (number 26) underwent some 
major repairs and now the water levels in Stone are back to where 
they should be fortunately. Mind you water levels have not been 
helped by idiots purposefully emptying out secƟons of the Canal. 
Here is a report from the BBC following an incident on the 8th  
August on a stretch of the Trent and Mersey just north of here. 
 
Vandals "moƟvated by social media likes" have been blamed for 
draining a stretch of canal. 
The Canal and River Trust (CRT) said it was dealing with the aŌer-
effects of people purposefully draining water from the Trent and 
Mersey Canal on the Staffordshire/Cheshire border, near 
Kidsgrove, on Saturday. 
The incident involved a two-mile stretch of the waterway between 
locks 44 and 54, the trust said, with every lock being opened. 
Cheshire Police confirmed it was made aware of the incident, which 
was believed to have happened between 21:00 and 22:00 BST, and 
inquiries were ongoing. 
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The stretch of canal has since refilled but the CRT said the issue 
could have caused "massive problems" for boats moored in the 
area and wildlife living in the water. 
"We believe that this vandalism is moƟvated by people looking for 
social media likes," a trust spokesperson added. 
Despite the refill, the locks along the stretch had been closed to 
navigaƟon due to very liƩle water being leŌ in the supplying  
reservoirs, the trust said. 
In response to the vandalism, officials chained and padlocked the 
locks to "save what water we have leŌ". 
"Another incident like this could be devastaƟng," the trust spokes-
person said. "Please respect any advice signs, which are in place to 
keep people safe and protect the canal." 
A Cheshire Police spokesperson said anyone who had any infor-
maƟon on the incident should get in touch via 101 or the force 
website. 
Not a good situaƟon for our boaters! 
 
One fun day though this month was when John, our daughter 
Vicky (over from Canada), the two dogs and I went over to the 
Shropshire Union Canal at Adderley and Tyrley to help a disabled 
boater through 10 locks. It was Vicky’s first experience of 
‘locking’. AŌer that she decided she was  
well experienced! 
 
Please pray for all the boaters  
and everyone  along the  
towpath in our lovely town of  
Stone and the village of  
Barlaston. ‘Do justly, love mercy  
and walk humbly with  
your God’ – Micah 6:8 
 
God bless, Helen  10/7/25

 

Tales from the Towpath  (cont) 
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 New every morning 
 

Living back in Lichfield for the first Ɵme since leaving for university 
some Ɵme in the last century is a slightly bizarre experience. I am 
currently living fiŌy yards down the road from where I went to pri-
mary school and cross paths, while cycling to work, with pupils on 
the way to my old secondary. SomeƟmes I feel tempted to put the 
old red crimplene blazer back on and follow them in through the 
gates… 
Although we think of September as the Ɵme when we ‘go back’ to 
school or to work aŌer the holidays, the reality of course is that we 
can never go back. Life only moves in one direcƟon. Even if we find 
ourselves in a place which feels like somewhere we’ve been before, 
we have changed – we’ve grown older, hopefully wiser, hopefully 
not too much less able to engage physically with the challenges of 
living. The people around us are different, some new friends and 
family, some are missing. The web of love and relaƟonship from 
within which we engage with the world is different. The world 
changes but someƟmes it’s we who change more.  
 
The same is also true with how we interact with our faith: how we 
read the Bible, how we engage with worship, how we pray, how we 
think about God. Many would say that becoming a parent, for exam-
ple, changes their understanding of the Father’s love radically. Eve-
rything changes because we change. And that is nothing to be anx-
ious about. God is always revealing new things to us about who he is 
and how much and in what ways he loves us.  
‘you travel as you grow nearer to 
God today?  
The steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases; his mercies 
never come to an end; they are 
new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness ’.     (Cont…….) 

From the Diocese 
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These words in the book of LamentaƟons in the Bible encourage us to 
see God as a faithful and never-ending source of love and mercy but 
that love and that mercy is new every morning. Because we are new 
every morning: a new me – older, wiser, creakier – with a new oppor-
tunity today to see my life afresh, through God’s eyes. ‘New every 
morning is the love’ – why not go and look this hymn up on that new-
fangled Google thing and be encouraged and upliŌed by it? And then, 
what new road will you travel as you grow nearer to God today?  
  Sam Rushton returned to Lichfield in April (aŌer spending most of her 
adult life in Bristol and York) to take up the role of Chief ExecuƟve, 
also known as Diocesan Secretary, for the Diocese of Lichfield, work-
ing closely with the bishops and archdeacons to provide all the pracƟ-
cal support and training to parishes, schools and chaplaincies that the 
diocese can offer. 

**************** 

From the Diocese (Cont.) 

'Jesus - The Evidence’ 
 
4.00-5.45 p.m.  
Sunday 26th October 2025  
(with interval for refreshments) at Christ 
Church Centre, Stone. 
 
A two-part presentaƟon drawing on the historical, textual and 
archaeological research to provide us with evidence about Jesus, 
why his followers believed him to be the Son of God and what led 
to this movement spreading rapidly across the ancient world de-
spite hosƟlity and persecuƟon by the Roman Empire and other 
people groups. The evidence also shows that people from all 
backgrounds and countries become followers of Jesus. 

Coming soon ……. 
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This arƟcle is a slightly abridged version of Bishop Michael’s Presi-
denƟal Address to July 2025’s Diocesan Synod. As Parliament re-
sumed on 1 September aŌer summer recess,, it is Ɵmely to revisit 
this issue now before the the Bills conƟnue their Parliamentary jour-
ney and with the  Second Reading of the Terminally Ill Adults (End of 
Life) Bill imminent on 12 September. 
 
Two Bills await scruƟny in the House of Lords: The Terminally Ill 
Adults (End of Life) Bill, providing for ‘assisted dying’ in some cir-
cumstances, and the Crime and Policing Bill, removing criminal lia-
bility from women who end their own pregnancies. 
Both Bills affect vulnerable groups, who have had a bad few weeks 
what with these two Bills plus the debate over meaningful yet cost-
effecƟve support for people with disabiliƟes. Vulnerable people are 
ChrisƟans’ first call for compassion and advocacy, but here I am 
specifically addressing beginning and ending of life issues. 
Increasingly, there are concerns being expressed about the end of 
life Bill. The Third Reading majority of 23 in a (free) vote in the Com-
mons was significantly lower than the Second Reading majority of 
55. 
 
Some of those concerns are shared widely. Following the aborƟon 
decriminalisaƟon vote, the Bishop of London helpfully pointed out 
that, ‘Women suffering from coercion, or those who are vicƟms of 
sexual or domesƟc abuse, would be the most vulnerable to the pro-
posed change.’ Paradoxically, making those women free from legal 
sancƟon could make them more at risk. 
In the case of assisted suicide, vulnerable people could, in their last 
months, feel themselves to be a waste of bed-space or a financial 
burden on their families, and then avail themselves of this way out. 
Over the past few weeks, several people who have been in situa-
Ɵons of medical, psychological or social vulnerability have wriƩen 
to me to describe thoughts exactly like this.  
Sadly, in some cases there could be temptaƟons for overburdened 
hospital administrators, or for faƟgued families, to reinforce those  

Beginning and ending of life concerns 
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inward feelings by their outward aƫtudes or words, so that people 
really do end up feeling coerced. The statutory inquiry into the 
COVID pandemic has recently heard evidence of the effecƟve aban-
donment of residents of care homes to the ravages of a deadly dis-
ease because they were seen as more expendable than others. It is 
also hard to believe that there will not, over the years, be a relaxa-
Ɵon of restricƟons on who may avail themselves of assisted dying 
procedures. That has been the consistent experience of other juris-
dicƟons. 
 
As a ChrisƟan, I believe in the God-given sancƟty of every human 
life, resƟng on the biblical truth that we are made in the image and 
likeness of our Creator. To take away God’s giŌ of life is to choose 
to go against God’s good purposes, whatever might be the circum-
stances in which that happens. That immediately raises a host of 
complex quesƟons, parƟcularly at the beginning of life. What if the 
life of a woman is endangered by a pregnancy, might not the imper-
aƟve to save life point to aborƟon as the lesser of two evils? At 
what point does an incipient life become truly a human being and 
who has responsibility for the unborn life unƟl that point? These 
complexiƟes are addressed in this Church of England statement on 
aborƟon: 
 
The Church of England combines principled opposiƟon to aborƟon 
with a recogniƟon that there can be strictly limited condiƟons under 
which it may be morally preferable to any available alternaƟve. This 
is based on our view that the foetus is a human life with the poten-
Ɵal to develop relaƟonships, think, pray, choose and love. Women 
facing unwanted pregnancies realise the gravity of the decision they 
face: all aborƟons are tragedies, since they entail judging one indi-
vidual’s welfare against that of another (even if one is, as yet, un-
born). Every possible support, especially by church members, needs . 
 
(cont……) 

Beginning and ending of life (cont) 
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to be given to those who are pregnant in difficult circumstances 
and care, support and compassion must be shown to all, whether 
or not they conƟnue with their pregnancy 
 
At the other end of life, it is someƟmes argued that no clear dis-
ƟncƟon can be made in borderline cases between assisƟng some-
body to die, on the one hand, and on the other hand administering 
palliaƟve drugs for pain control that will hasten the end of their 
life, or stopping intrusive medical intervenƟons that arƟficially sus-
tain a vegetaƟve state. Many of us will have experienced issues 
like these in the dying days or hours of those we love. They can be 
biƩerly difficult to decide. Nevertheless, there is a world of differ-
ence between acƟng to alleviate suffering in someone’s dying 
hours and purposefully seeking to bring about death. IntenƟonality 
maƩers.  
At the beginning and the ending of life, and at every point in be-
tween, as a ChrisƟan I affirm in wonder and graƟtude that all hu-
man lives belong to God, and that every human life is to be treated 
with reverence and awe as an image of his glory and a temple of 
his spirit. Many people of other faiths or beliefs would share in 
that view, even if expressed in different language. In public as in 
private we must be free to bear witness to our strongest convic-
Ɵons; it is chilling to hear calls to exclude people from bringing 
their religiously grounded values to the debate because they are 
not ‘neutral.’ Faith or belief is not like a coat to be taken off and 
leŌ at the door as we enter into the house of public debate. 
 
Finally, at the most pracƟcal and immediate level, the Assisted Dy-
ing Bill currently before Parliament is good neither in content nor 
Ɵming. The safeguards it sƟpulates are viewed by many as woeful-
ly inadequate and it seems to me quite extraordinary to be propos-
ing a fully-funded suicide service when palliaƟve care is dramaƟcal-
ly under-resourced oŌen leŌ reliant on charitable resources, and 
when the NHS in general is under such strain. 

Beginning and ending of life (cont) 
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So, the Lords will now engage with the Bill. Please pray for all mem-
bers of the House of Lords, and parƟcularly for the bishops who sit 
there, as we deliberate. Please also pray for debate about disabled 
people’s provision. Every day the chamber begins its business with 
prayers led by one of the bishops. On the last day of each week 
these include Psalm 121. I put my hope in the final words of that 
psalm: ‘The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
The LORD will keep your going out 
and your coming in from this Ɵme 
on and for evermore.’ 
 
+Michael 

Beginning and ending of life (cont) 
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The United Benefice is commiƩed to Safeguarding and has adopted 
the NaƟonal and Diocesan Safeguarding Policies for the welfare of 
everyone in our congregaƟons. Anyone requiring any further infor-
maƟon or raising concerns should contact the Safeguarding Coordi-
nators: Christ Church, Stone: Andrew Stone on  
Safeguarding2@christchurchstone.org 
Oulton with Moddershall; Mary Gale on 
Office@christchurchstone.org  
Or contact the church office [01785 811990[ to leave your details, 
and Andrew or Mary will ring you back. 
The vicar, Rev Paul Kingman can also be contacted on 01785 
812669. 
If the maƩer is more urgent, or you feel uncomfortable contacƟng 
someone in our Benefice, you may contact the Diocesan Safeguard-
ing Team at Lichfield hƩps://www.lichfield.anglican.org/
safeguarding/ 
 

************************** 

Safeguarding 

Getting Scammed!!! 

John and I consider ourselves of reasonable intelligence (both 
have degrees) , preƩy technologically aware and conscious of 
fending off lots of potenƟal scammers as one daily negoƟates the 
plethora of emails and texts that  have come from some untrust-
worthy source, people pretending to be different organisaƟons 
and trying to get you to click on something or hand over your 
bank details. 
However we did get caught just this week! It just goes to show 
that when one is parƟcularly vulnerable one can get caught out! 
Through phishing emails, it only needs for a few of the items to 
ring true to lure you in.  Thought I would share with you this par-
Ɵcular scam and hope you do not get caught.    (cont.) 
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The scam we got caught on is evidently well documented. Here is a 
report from ‘Which’ magazine about it:- 
The giŌ card scam script 
Here is the script used by one scammer who convinced a Which? 
member to send them a giŌ card.  
They received an email in May 2023 with the subject line 'favour to 
ask?', seemingly sent from the genuine email address of a neighbour. 
'Hi, Sorry to bother you, do you order from Amazon? ' 
Eager to help, they replied quickly and received this response: 
'I've been trying to purchase an Amazon giŌ card by email, but I can't 
do this now because all my effort purchasing it online proved abor-
Ɵve. I intend to buy it for a friend’s daughter who's having her birth-
day today, unfortunately she is down with cancer of the liver. Can you 
get it from your Amazon account? I'll reimburse you back as soon as 
possible. Please let me know if you can handle this so I can tell you 
the amount and how to get to her.' 
The scammer asked them to send £300 worth of Amazon giŌ cards 
(three £100 cards) via email.  
Fortunately, they only sent one card and asked for confirmaƟon it had 
been received before becoming suspicious that some of the messages 
didn't sound quite right. They called their neighbour on the phone 
and discovered that she had received many other queries about this 
scam that morning.  
They immediately contacted their bank, which blocked their card and 
promised a refund.  
 
This was exactly what we got caught on—a friends contact list had 
been hacked and we thought the scam email was from this person — 
one feels both angry and an idiot for it happening. Please be on the 
lookout and check things out first!  It can happen to anyone! 
 
Helen  16/8/25 

Getting Scammed!!! (cont.) 



28  

Groups and Rotas 
 

Deanery Synod Reps Helen Bowes, Sue Kingman 
P.C.C. Members            Lynne Collier, Maxine Garrington-Miller,            
    Marylyn Hillman, George Holden, Pete Kelly, 
    Liz Mason, Shelagh Sanders, Andy Stone, 
    Gary Williams, Shirley Hallam,  
Secretary   Shelagh Sanders 
Treasurer   Pete Kelly 
Envelopes, GiŌ Aid Lynda Marenghi 
 

   FLOWER ROTA                       WELCOMER 
7th September:      Mandy Dudd 
14th September:  Doris Pickles  Pam Roberts  
21st September:      JeaneƩe Rowlands 
28th September:  Angela Brandon  Jacqueline Abrahams

    

Roads for Prayer 
1st September 8th September 

15th Sept. 22nd Sept  

REGISTERS 
BAPTISM 
WEDDINGS 
FUNERALS: 
14th August   Sheila Hawley Aged 82 

Candler Drive 
Cauldon Way 
Chandler’s Way 
Chestnut Grove 

Cressy Close 
Cross Street 
Darwin Close 
Dixon Close 

Dominic Court  
Edward Street 
Elmhurst Way 
Field House Court 

Field Terrace 
Goodall Close 
Granville Terrace  
Harding Grove 

Harecastle Bank 
Hartley Drive 
Joules Drive 
Kent Grove 

29th Sept. 


