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Details of our services are given on page 4.
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Vicar Paul Kingman 812669
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November 2022

Date | Time Events (Zoom codes in weekly email)

Tue |1st 10:30 am | Communion; Phil 3:1-11 “A profit or a loss?”
Wed |2nd 9:00 am | Christ Church First School assembly

3:30 pm | Trekkers
Thu |3rd 1:10 pm [ Christ Church Academy assembly
Fri |4th
Sat | 5th 8:30 am | Prayer meeting followed by breakfast
Sun |6th 9:15 am | Communion; Gen 49:1-28

“A royal blessing for Judah”

5:00 pm | Christianity Explored (Vicarage)
Mon | 7th 9:30 am | Toddler group
Tue |8th | 10:30 am | Communion; Phil 3:12-4:1“Our heavenly goal”

12:30 pm | Pursuit Club, Christ Church Academy

Wed |9th 9:00 am | Christ Church First School assembly

3:30 pm | Trekkers
Thu |10th [ 11:00 am | St Mary’s Home service
Fri [11th
Sat | 12th
Sun |[13th | 9:15 am | Morning Prayer

Gen 50:14-26 “Finishing what was started”

Mon |14th | 9:30 am | Toddler group
Tue |[15th | 10:30 am | Communion; Phil 4:2-9 “Conflict resolution”
Wed [16th [ 9:00 am | Christ Church First School assembly

3:30 pm

Trekkers




November 2022

Date |Time Events
Thu [17th 1:10 pm [ Christ Church Academy assembly
Fri | 18th
Sat | 19th
Sun |20th 9:15 am | Communion; John 1:1-2 “The Word”
5:00 pm [ Christianity Explored (Vicarage)
Mon |21st 9:30 am | Toddler group
Tue |[22nd 10:30 am | Communion; Phil 4:10-23 “Contentment”
12:30 pm | Pursuit Club, Christ Church Academy
Wed |23rd 9:00 am | Christ Church First School assembly
3:30 pm | Trekkers
Thu |24th 1:10 pm | Christ Church Academy assembly
Fri [25th
Sat |26th
Sun |27th 9:15 am | All age service; John 1:3-5
“Through him all things were made”
5:00 pm | Christianity Explored (Vicarage)
Mon |28th 9:30 am | Toddler group
Tue |29th 10:30 am | Communion; Mark 4:30-34 “The mustard seed”
Wed |30th
Notes

St John’s Oulton Sunday services

11:00 am each Sunday

All Saints Moddershall Sunday services

11:00 am Second and Fourth Sundays in month

If you would like to receive the weekly email with Zoom codes
and other notices, please contact the church office




® When someone refuses to forgive you...

Ruptured relationships are stressful and distracting. The
strained relationship may have started with a difference of
opinion, or ill-chosen words to express a contrary view, or
actions that were damaging to another person’s standing or
throws doubt on the person’s character. It hurts. The
resulting stand-off, or wall of silence, in damaged
relationships are difficult enough to observe, but very painful
to experience. Forgiveness is like a healing balm which
avoids further rancour or bitterness.

What is the formula for this balm of forgiveness? It's hard to
define the word ‘forgive’ without using the word ‘forgive’. Try
it and see! Forgiveness is when both parties recognise a
genuine change of heart that makes reconciliation possible.
Three ingredients make the balm: the restoration of an
attitude of love, since wrongdoing is not a reason for not
loving the wrong doer; the working through of pain, anger
and alienation until both parties sense that the repentance
process is satisfactory; the reopening of a future that is met
with trust and good will which permits the risk and possibility
of further failure of conflict.

Forgiveness is vital to making relationships work. If
someone is unwilling to forgive you for a wrongdoing, then
all that you can do is to forgive the other person’s attitude
and continue to pray for them. Yet, we must also recognise
just how deeply a person has been hurt. We must consider
with sober reflection what caused a loss of trust in us and
maybe how there were other things that caused hurt.
Perhaps the unwillingness to forgive is
due to the other person thinking that
we've trivialised what they see as
deeply hurtful. Maybe putting ourselves
in their place and ask: ‘How would I
have reacted?’ and also, ‘how would I
have wanted to be treated?’

(continued)



’ When someone refuses to forgive you...

We've recently been learning from Joseph’s life of faith as
recorded in Genesis. There are many sinful actions, tensions,
and jealousies in the family. It is clear that Joseph must have
truly longed to be reconciled over many years, since he was
prepared when he met with his estranged family. The
Psalmist prayed: 'Search me, God, and know my heart,; test
me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any
offensive way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting’ (Psalm 139v23-24).

If someone does not seem prepared to forgive us, then we
must humbly come to the Lord with the same prayer as the
Psalmist. We are not to give up praying for the other person,
since only the Lord can change hearts and bring about
reconciliation. In the meantime, we are to communicate our
sorrow for our wrong to them. Meeting face to face may be a
way off, or hard to set up, but writing a note can be
significant in expressing our wrong.

Most importantly we are to seek the Lord’s forgiveness for
what we have done. He paid the highest price to make
forgiveness possible: ‘For Christ died for sins, once for all; the
righteous for the unrighteous to bring you to God’ (1 Peter
3v18).

Let’s pray that we show loving kindness to others and also to
practise forgiveness when relationships are under strain.

Paul Kingman

Tuesday Communion services

Your PCC continues to use all monies to their best advantage,
and reducing energy costs is high on the agenda. Therefore
the Communion service will be in the annexe from 1
November. This will save over 100 hours of fuel to heat the
church. This is a small but significant saving. Please try to
think where you could save - do you need the lights on, do
you need a full kettle for a couple of cups of coffee.....?
Shirley



8 Christianity Explored

We all get one life to live and deep down we're all asking the
same question — what’s it all about?

‘Christianity Explored’ gives you time and space to consider
the big questions of life and to explore the life of the person
at the heart of the Christian faith - Jesus Christ.

. You don't need to know anything about the Bible
. You won't be asked to read aloud, pray or sing
. You can ask any question you want, or just listen

Everyone is welcome: from the most sympathetic dyed-in-
the-wool churchgoer to the convinced atheist. We will
respect your background, culture and beliefs, and you can
tell us as little or as much about yourself as you feel
comfortable.

Our aim is to help people investigate Christianity in a relaxed
and accessible way, and we encourage guests to come with
all of their questions. In just a few weeks we won't be able
to cover everything, but many people have found the course
to be a good introduction to the big issues. You will also get
a chance to take away and read one of the eyewitness
accounts of Jesus' life over the duration of a course, and
there are options for further investigation afterwards if you
find you are still interested. Who was Jesus? Why did he
come? What does it mean to follow him?

When? Sundays at 5pm from 2" October (seven weeks).
Where? Christ Church Vicarage, Bromfield Court, Stone
ST15 8ED.

Contact? Speak to Revd Paul Kingman (01785 812669).
More information: see the website http://
www.christianityexplored.org

CHRISTIANITY

E7LPLORED



Mission Prayer Diary

Scripture Union—pray for work among young people

1st

Scripture Union’s new resource “Shine your light” is now available,
providing youth leaders and Faith Guides with practical ways to
share faith with young people

2nd

Training courses on “Introduction to Schools Ministry” will be held
during November

3rd

SU’s Mental Health Suite is designed to help with conversations
about bereavement. Following the death of Queen Elizabeth, many
people have expressed fears and doubts about death

4th

Pray for the Singapore SU team as they prepare for SUPA camps
for primary age children in November and December

Stephen and Tabita Bell are planting churches in Croatia

5th

Stephen and Tabita are working to establish regular church
meetings in the nearby town of Novi Marof. £400 is needed each
month to rent premises for the church. Some local people did attend
church but meetings stopped during the pandemic

6th

Stephen writes “Emanoel and I have been motivated to write a book
on the power of working together, with the view to encouraging
people across denominations to co-operate wherever possible and,
more to the point, refrain from criticism and competition.”

7th

Further integrated into the Varazdin church—Stephen and Tabita
are now part of the leadership team here and are leading a
housegroup

8th

Maria (refugee from Ukraine) now has a rented flat and lives there
with her 2 children. The Croatian government pays the rent and
ECM pays a small monthly allowance for food, heating etc

TearFund works with many poor communities across the world.
They especially work through local churches and agencies
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9th

Tearfund has provided toilets, showers, handwashing stations,
water points and hygiene training in seven refugee camps in
Democratic Republic of Congo.

10th

Kiganze camp in Ituri, DRC is home to 20,000 people. Pray for a
strong sense of community and connection in the camps, restor-
ing hope in a unified society

11th

Melodie and her family have lived in Tchaboba camp, DRC,
since April 2021; “I thought showering was only for wealthy peo-
ple”, she says. “I can now have a shower before I go to church
and after working. I feel honoured”. Thank God for the way he is
upholding dignity through basic amenities

12th

19 Nov is World Toilet Day. We focus on the fact that 1.7 billion
people are still living without a decent toilet; this is unjust. Let’s
stand alongside those who lack basic human rights

Our CMS Link Missionaries Tim and Kate Lee helped to set up
JigSaw Kids Ministries in Manila (Philippines). Please pray-

13th

School is back in the Philippines face-to-face. Jigsaw’s sponsor-
ship children had an exciting day going to buy their uniforms, PE
kit, shoes and bags. For most of the children this is the first time
they have ever been in a shoe shop

14th

Jigsaw literacy school is Jigsaw’s first ministry that has re-started
face-to-face. Praise God! Jigsaw runs several classes ranging
from young beginners to older children who have never learned
to read. Also evening classes for adults who can’t read

15th

For the last two plus years Jigsaw has not used any buildings for
their ministry except Jigsaw’s central office. Now there is a big
challenge to re-find spaces and buildings to use. In some places
where Jigsaw worked the buildings we used or rented no longer
exist. Prayers please.

16th

Distribution of weekly packs stopped for a month due to lack of
funds. It is planned to start again in November and to include
meal bags. Pray that funds will stretch to all 2000 children and
young people
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Jonathan and Robinah Beesigomwe live in Gabarone, Botswana.
Their organisation is “Bows and Arrows Ministry”, and they
work with older schoolchildren and young adults.

17th

Due to UK charity law, Christ Church is no longer able to send
money to the Beesigomwes. But individuals are free to do so— it
is just a problem relating to reclamation of taxes by churches.
Pray that funds will still get through

18th

Schools are still open to J&R’s ministry but some non-Christian
views are also being taught in the schools

19th

A mission team from Uganda has been visiting the University of
Botswana, working with Campus Crusade for Christ. Pray that
students will hear God’s word

20th

Farming education work continues with a focus on growing pota-
toes for food, as well as Safflower for commercial purposes

Mission Aviation Fellowship fly medical personnel, supplies and
missionaries to far-flung, often inaccessible settlements.

21st

Recent flights to Chukudum, South Sudan, took Wycliffe Bible
translators to deliver training courses aimed at overcoming fear of
witchcraft and the lure of divination. Give thanks that Jesus’ light
can never be extinguished

22nd

MATF pilot Steven Biggs has flown families translating the New
Testament into local languages in Liberia. He and his wife Mar-
got recently attended a ceremony celebrating the translation of
the New Testament into Manya

23rd

MAF Kenya is delighted that, for the first time in 12 years, they
have been able to resume regular evangelistic eye treatment safa-

ris. Pray that Jesus will use these safaris to restore sight to the
blind
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24th

Give thanks for re-opening of some old airstrips in Chad, and pray
for plans to open new airstrips in remote areas of Timor-Leste and
Angola

The Bible Society’s Bible-a-month club is delivering Bible re-
sources in the Middle East

25th

Bible Society in the Gulf will be distributing John’s Gospel in 14
languages during the World Cup in Qatar, mainly to migrant work-
ers and visiting football fans

26th

It has been reported that very many migrant workers died during
construction work in Qatar for the World Cup. Pray that the plight
of workers will be improved

27th

Migrant workers come from many countries in the East— India,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan. Pray that migrant workers will come
to faith and share that when they return to their home countries

28th

It is almost impossible to share the Christian faith with nationals in
Qatar due to severe opposition to changing faith from Islam to
Christianity. Pray that some will come to faith even though they
may not feel able to speak openly about it

Mission workers

29th

Pray for Pastor Mircea Pestean working with gypsy and other poor
communities in Romania. Due to charity laws in the UK, Christ
Church can no longer send money— but individuals can

30th

Pray for Ralph and Dagmar Baron, working at Hebron School in
India. Ralph has suffered from health problems and they have a
high workload ast they teach several subjects to A level standard




13 Hospital Notes 38

Calling all Carol Singers!

I am pleased to announce that Carol Singing will be
taking place this year at both Royal Stoke and County
Hospitals.

The format might have to be different this year to
comply with any restrictions in force at the time.

ROYAL STOKE on MONDAY 12" DECEMBER
Meet at 6pm in Chaplaincy — Main Building LG2

PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW!

I do not know the details for COUNTY as yet but will
circulate them as soon as I do.

Please support these events as patients, staff and
visitors all enjoy the singing and it gives us the
opportunity to focus on the importance of the real
meaning of Christmas - God coming amongst and
alongside us...

Recently I was struck by the enthusiasm of a patient
when replying to my question about his working life. I
was impressed by the varied and interesting things he'd
done.

However when the opportunity arose and I asked “And
how are you doing today?” immediately tears welled up
and rolled down his cheeks as he outlined his fears for
the future. How ready we are to speak about things
which enable us to deflect from the real issues that we
are facing. We talked for some time and he then
welcomed prayer for an inner peace and the strength to
face whatever happens with God standing alongside
him...

Dave Rowlands



14 A song for the harvest supper-to the tune Piano Man

It was early one Sunday in Mid Staffordshire

No traffic passed down the A34

When a keen young cleric named Paul, (after the apostle)
Stuck his nose out the vicarage front door

As he stood before the assembled congregation

His heart filled with mortal dismay

All, but one long haired youth (and families worker),
Had locks which had long turned to grey

Preach us a sermon Rev Paul Kingman

Make your points, 1 2 and 3

We will all sing a song, and be blessed, say Amen
And then head out the door for coffee

The TV had played up as usual

Andy’s grumblings from those struggling with Zoom
The musicians were singing, (not that tuneful)

And a chattering filled the large sun-lit room

The congregation were a motley collection
Some Sacred, but none divine!

All looking expectant to the lectern
Waiting for a miracle, or a heavenly sign!

(chorus)
Back home there’s a crisis - On a global scale
Sue’s hand is in plaster -  Will the bottling fail?

The Youth fund at Risk - How can those bills be met
The Kitchen’s a NO GO Area - Cos the Jam just will not set !!

Now his message was based on the Bible
A Good book by any degree

He talked of the Love of Christ Jesus
How the Saviour had died on a tree

And through that act all those years ago

Which faith helps us find Him and know

For all those sat in church, Sunday morning

Sins washed like the whitest of snow
(chorus)

Pete Mason



15 Encouragement in bleak times

(extracts from Jigsaw’s latest Update letter - October
2022)

Tim’s next trip to the Philippines. Tim was very excited for
his trip to the Philippines which was due to be from the end
of September till the end of October. The main purpose of
the trip was to review all of Jigsaw’s children and family
development programs readying Jigsaw for full face-to-face
ministry from January. However due to the death of Tim’s
aunt, the trip had to be postponed as he was next of kin,
and with his sisters, was needed to organise his late aunt’s
affairs. After prayer and reorientation and putting the
situation into God’s hands we were all peaceful and a
solution was worked out. All the work Tim was going to do
on his visit with the Jigsaw team is currently going ahead
very successfully (albeit very early in the morning!) via
Zoom.

Ongoing response to an emergency: On September 25th
‘Noru’, a super typhoon, hit the Philippines some hundreds
of miles north of Manila, causing huge damage and loss of
life. The worst hit areas in Manila were where the poorest
homes are situated. Fearful of the rise in water levels,
Jigsaw managed to evacuate over 30 households in Area 4
into their literacy centre and offices. After much clearing up
and help the community were able to return home. For
many others however, north of Manila things were much
worse and we hold them in our hearts and prayers.

Financial worries: Tim writes: ‘Christian faith ministry is so
hard in one respect, trusting God fully and trying to keep
our personal thoughts and anxiety out of it’. These last two
months have been a struggle financially for Jigsaw. Funds
coming in have been reduced, exchange rates have
plummeted, costs have gone up, and more and more
children and families are being pushed into severe and life
threating poverty. To cope with their lack of funds, the
Jigsaw team has chosen to prioritise their health and well
being ministry, literacy school, and staffing and
administration costs. (continued)



16  Encouragement in bleak times (cont)

It was agreed we couldn't afford to make the usual weekly
activity and food packs for the ‘clubs at home’ programme.
Instead each community ministry team scheduled a month
of visiting and spending time with individual children, young
people and their households. The staff were met with smiles,
hugs, tears of joy and thanks and they were able to build
and strengthen relationships whilst talking and sharing about
Jesus as they went. This has led to the idea of having a week
each month, or every two months, as a visiting week.

Back to School: School is back on in the Philippines face-to-
face. In August Jigsaw’s sponsorship children (using discrete
funding) had their most exciting day of the year, going to
buy their new school uniform, PE kits, bags and school
supplies. First stop was shoes and trainers for school and PE.
For most of the children this is the first time they have ever
been in a shoe shop to buy shoes.

Lack of literacy is one of the biggest problems in urban
Manila and Jigsaw literacy school works to combat this with
four literacy programs each week. Despite the lack of funds,
Jigsaw still runs several classes ranging from young
beginners through to older children who have never learnt to
read and write. There are also evening classes for adults.

Tim and Kate end their Update letter by asking us to
continue to pray for God’s wisdom and guidance for the
Jigsaw team; and to praise God for prayers answered for
Jigsaw’s program and ministries, especially the visiting
initiative.

For further details and a full list of prayer requests, please
see Jigsaw’s latest Update letter in the folder under the
Mission Matters noticeboard. Elizabeth

PLEASE NOTE: CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Jigsaw Kids’ Ministries, UK office, Stone Check, Main Street,
Milnthorpe, Cumbria, LA7 7QZ

Email: jigsawkidsministries@gmail.org



17 Equipping and encouraging...

Encouraging news from Matthew Leung

At the end of August, UCCF held their annual student
conference, Forum 22, for Christian Union (CU) leaders from
across the UK. The seminars and talks were desighed to
encourage and challenge the participants, as well as equipping
them with fresh ideas for evangelistic events. During the
conference Matthew led a series of 3 seminars on Mission & His
Diverse People, looking at God's big picture for diversity, how
Jesus should inspire us to pursue it and the practical
outworking of this in CUs.

Matthew writes: ‘While it was a challenging and sensitive topic
to approach, it was a genuine encouragement to see how
helpful it was to so many students across the country. In
particular I had a conversation with an Asian student
from Bristol CU about her own struggles with a lack of diversity
in CUs that I could massively relate to and thus work through
those issues with her. While it can often be a challenge to be
one of the few non-white Staff Workers in UCCF, I realise my
experience has actually uniquely equipped me to help students
who struggle with this issue of diversity."*

At the beginning of every academic year, CUs across the
country welcome tens of thousands of new students onto
University and College campuses. At Keele University, new
International students were welcomed by members of the CU
who helped them to move in. Following which, they were
invited to a free meal with a talk looking at "Why Christianity
Isn't Just A Western Religion". More than 60 attended.

It's been a big goal of Matthew’s, ever since starting as Staff
Worker at Keele, to establish a regular ministry for
International students. The Midlands CU’s International Co-
ordinator, Alex, is now pioneering a regular Global Café for
these students. For the rest of the new students, all 3 CU's
(Keele; Stafford & Harper Adams) ran a mixture of evangelistic
and social events to both help build relationships but also start
sowing seeds for the gospel. Please continue to pray for
Matthew and his CU teams as they strive to reach out to
students and share the love and good news of Jesus Christ.
Elizabeth
For more information, see the Mission Matters noticeboard



18 A service for the bereaved

3 pm on Sunday 13th November at Christ Church

We hold an annual service for the bereaved on the afternoon
of Remembrance Sunday. During this service we have
hymns, prayers, a message to think about and a time of
remembering our loved ones through a 'roll call' of names.
We provide flowers for placing in our special memorial cross.
This is a moving service which any who would like to can
attend. We make a specific point of inviting those for whom
we have conducted funerals and our bereavement support
ministry, but extend it through this magazine to others for
whom this will be helpful. If you would like to come then we
can add details to our list for the roll call, so please contact
the church office. Paul Kingman

Harvest Donations 2022—Tearfund

As wusual, on Harvest Sunday, our churches supported
Tearfund . This year the Harvest campaign was ‘Help
communities to flourish again.” This focused on the effects of
the climate crisis on food supply in the developing world -
either due to drought or flooding. The case study was Nepal,
where crops are failing & families are going hungry.

We have been able to send £840.17 to Tearfund. This
includes envelope donations & proceeds from the Harvest
Supper. Our donations will help Tearfund partners to train
farmers in new farming techniques so they can free
themselves from poverty.

Oulton & Moddershall have also supported the International
Food Bank project ‘food.gives’. We collected specific dried
goods from 18th September - 9th October. These were chick
peas, lentils, rice, salt & wholemeal flour. The goods are
collected by courier & taken to the depot. The food will then
be distributed to hungry & persecuted Christians worldwide
via Barnabas Fund’s church partners. Countries which have
received food in 2022 include Pakistan, Tonga, Ukraine &
Zimbabwe. Thank you everybody for giving generously to
our Harvest Projects this year. Sheila



19 Advent Windows 2022

For the 13th consecutive year Christ Church Stone are
pleased to invite you to our annual Advent Trail around the
town. 24 locations have kindly agreed to host 24 Advent
displays to illustrate our Community Advent Calendar for
2022. Although the windows will be on display throughout
December please join us each day as we reveal our window
for the day, sing a Christmas carol and tell the story of
Christmas. We thank all the shops, businesses,
organisations, schools and nurseries for taking part and
making this a really joyous event.

On December 24th - Christmas Eve - you are welcome to
join us for a carol singing walk all around the Advent
Windows finishing at Christ Church for the final grand
opening and refreshments. (The walk will start at 9.30am at
Suitcase Dry Cleaners.)

Helen

Full details will be included in the December magazine
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20 Groups and Rotas

Deanery Synod Reps Helen Bowes, Dave Rowlands

P.C.C. Members Pete Kelly, Estella Woodhead, Jacqueline
Abrahams, Shirley Hallam, Gary Williams
Marylyn Hillman, Diane Aspey, Liz Mason
Phil Tunstall, Andy Stone, Shelagh Sanders
Lynne Bakker-Collier

Secretary Shelagh Sanders
Treasurer Pete Kelly

Envelopes, Gift Aid Steve Taylor

MEMORIAL SERVICE

12th October Arthur and Trisha Foulkes
FLOWER ROTA SIDESPERSONS
6th Nov Jeanette Rowlands
13th Nov Remembrance Pete Kelly
20th Nov Pam Roberts
27th Nov Mrs V. Ledward Judith Kelt

ROADS FOR PRAYER

6th November 13th November
Margaret Street Radford Close
Newcastle Street Radford Street
Newcastle Road Station Road
Northesk Street The Avenue
20th November 27th November
Trent Road Airdale Spinney
Tunley Street Cross Street
Trinity Drive Nicholls Lane

Airdale Grove Old Road




